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About Our Contributor

Huaiyu Chen is an assistant professor in the School of History, Philosophy, 
and Religious Studies, Arizona State University. The focus of his early 
research was foreign religions on the Silk Road, with a special atten-
tion devoted in the interaction between Nestorianism and Buddhism in 
medieval China through reading those manuscripts from Dunhuang and 
Central Asia. His ph.d. work shifted to the study of medieval monasti-
cism. He regards himself as a medievalist, focusing on social, cultural, 
and religious history of medieval China.





f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  g e s t  l i b r a r y

The Friends of the Gest Library is a group of private individuals dedi-
cated to the idea that an East Asian library resource like the Gest Ori-
ental Library (the East Asian Research Library at Princeton University) 
must be known, supported, and encouraged in order to enrich both 
the aesthetic knowledge of East Asia and the growth of scholarship and 
contemporary information concerning that part of the world. Many in-
dividuals have already been active for years in guiding the Gest Library, 
and contributing their time and resources ad hoc. In 1986 they formed 
the Friends of the Gest Library in order to broaden the Library’s support 
and foster communication among other interested parties.
 As a group, the Friends sponsor colloquia and exhibitions on 
East Asian books, calligraphy, art, and their historical relationships. They 
secure gifts and bequests for the Library in order to add to its holdings 
items and collections of great worth. They disseminate information about 
the Library (and about other East Asian libraries) so that members and 
nonmembers alike can benefit from its resources.

joining the friends

Membership is open to those subscribing annually forty dollars or more. 
With that membership fee is included a yearly subscription to the East 
Asian Library Journal. Members will be invited to attend special exhibi-
tions, lectures, and discussions that occur under the aegis of the Friends. 
Checks are payable to the Trustees of Princeton University and should 
be mailed to:
   Friends of the Gest Library
   211 Jones Hall
   Princeton University
   Princeton, NJ 08544 U.S.A.
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