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From the Editor

VISITORS TO THE LIBRARY

From the summer of 1991 to the autumn of 1992, the Gest Library hosted
several distinguished visitors. In July and August 1991, Professors Robert
Sewell and Nelson Chou of Rutgers University; Professor Michael Ying of
the Institute of Chinese, Kaohsiung Teachers’ College, Taiwan; and Pro-
fessor Takao Kato of Colgate University visited the library. During the fall
and winter the library hosted Professor Thomas H. C. Lee of City College,
New York; Mr. Benny Cheung of Radio Tv, Hong Kong; Messrs. Huang
Lianming and Pu Cai of Shanghai College of Traditional Chinese Medi-
cine; Mr. Robert H. Leyemh of the University Museum, University of
Pennsylvania; Ms. Ku Jui-lan of the Center for Chinese Studies, the Central
Library, Taipei; Messrs. Lu Zhen, Ma Jinke, Li Fayou, and Zhang Jin from
the Center for Examinations, National Committee on Education, China;
and Mr. and Mrs. Wango Weng. The spring of 1992 saw visits to the Gest
Library by Professor Kazuo Akagi of Kansai University; Ms. Ip Ping Ellen,
assistant manager, and Mr. Wong Wai-leung, assistant general manager, of
the Joint Publishing Company, Hong Kong; Mr. Guan Xiangnan, curator,
Library of the Hunan Medical University; and Mrs. Zi Zhongyun, director,
the Institute of American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Peking.

THE CONTRIBUTORS

Wang Fan-shen is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of East Asian
Studies at Princeton University. Born in 1958, Mr. Wang earned his B.A.
and M. A. in history from the National Taiwan University. After graduating
in 1985, he joined the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica,
in Taipei as an assistant research fellow, coming to Princeton to pursue his
doctorate in 1987. Mr. Wang is the author of seven articles and two books
in Chinese: The World of Thought of Chang T ai-yen (Chang T ai-yen te ssu-
hsiang chi-ch’i tui ju-hsiieh ch’uan-t'ung te ch’ung-chi; Taipei: Shih-pao wen-hua
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FROM THE EDITOR

ch’u-pan shih-yeh yu-hsien kung-ssu, 1985) and The Rise of the Ku-shih-
pien Movement (Ku-shih-pien yiin-tung te hsing-ch’i; Taipei: Yiin-ch’en wen-
hua shih-yeh ku-fen yu-hsien kung-ssu, 1987).

Y e Xianen is professor of Chinese history at Zhongshan University, Can-
ton, China. Professor Ye’s specialty is the social and economic history of
China’s later imperial era, and his research is well known to scholars outside
China. Professor Ye has lectured at many foreign universities, including
Princeton in 1990. He is currently visiting professor at Osaka University,
Japan. Professor Ye’s most recent works include volume five of the Com-
plete History of the Ch’ing Dynasty in ten volumes and A Study of the Regional
Society and Economy during the Ch’ing Dynasty (Ch’ing-tai ch’ii-yii she-hui
ching-chi yen-chiu; Peking: Chung-hua shu-chii, 1992). He is now preparing
another manuscript for publication: “The Mercantile Economy and the
Evolution of Society in the Pearl River Delta Area during the Ming-Ch’ing
Period” (“Ming-Ch’ing chu-chiang san-chiao-chou shang-p’in ching-chi
yii she-hui pien-ch’ien”). He was introduced to the Gest Journal’s readers in
the Spring 1991 issue (vol. 4, no. 1), on the occasion of his joining the
journal’s Advisory Board.

Séren Edgren is editorial director, the Research Libraries Group Chinese
Rare Books Project, which is located in the Gest Library, Princeton Uni-
versity. Dr. Edgren received his Ph.D. in sinology from the University of
Stockholm. A specialist on Oriental books, Dr. Edgren is no stranger to
the journal. His article on traditional illustrated biographies of Chinese
women appeared in the special issue (Winter 1992) of the journal, “East
Asian Women: Materials and Library Research,” and Dr. Edgren’s schol-
arly activities and achievements were described for the readers in that issue.
Currently, he is preparing another article for the journal: “I. V. Gillis and
Chinese Rare Books in the Spencer Collection of the New York Public
Library.” The article describes the background to the acquisition of the col-
lection by Karl Kuo during his trip to China in 1940 with Gillis as his prin-
cipal agent. It also describes, with woodcut illustrations, the more impor-
tant rare books in this collection, some of which have a bearing on the
Chinese rare book collection of the Gest Library.



FROM THE EDITOR

Bangbo Hu is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Geography at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He received an M.s. in the history of
geography from the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Peking, in 1986 and then served as a research fellow at the Institute of the
History of Natural Science in Peking. Mr. Hu participated in the field in-
vestigations along the route traveled by Hsii Hsia-k’0, 2 Ming-dynasty ge-
ographer. Co-editor of volume two of “An Atlas of Ancient Maps in
China” (“Chung-kuo ku-tai ti-t’'u-chi”), to be published by Wen-wu ch’u-
pan-she in 1993, he also has ten Chinese articles and one in English to his
credit. Early in 1992, Mr. Hu was a junior fellow at the Library of Con-
gress, Washington, D.C., where he worked on the identification of early
maps of China and studied the interaction between Chinese culture and
maps in the gazetteers of the Sung dynasty.
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