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From the Editor

In some ways the East Asian Library Journal (formerly the Gest Library
Journal) resembles the beloved twentieth-century painter Qi Baishi (Ch’i
Pai-shih), who was born in 1863 and died in 1957. Like Qi, the journal
began in modest circumstances and has struggled to overcome adversity.
We also share a mid-career name change, as did he from Qi Huang to Qi
Baishi. Somewhat inadvertently, we also find ourselves skipping a year of
our existence. At the admonition of soothsayers, Qi skipped a year in his
life (from the age of seventy-five to seventy-seven) to avoid misfortune
and to attain longevity and prosperity, which of course he did. Readers
will note that the cover date of volume eight was 1998, and the cover
date of volume nine is 2000. Without the slightest hint that we are
motivated by a belief in superstition, we nevertheless hope this leap will
lead us onto a long and prosperous path.

Volume nine, number one, of the East Asian Library Journal
contains two substantial articles. The journal is grateful to the two
authors, Barbara Volkmar and Susan Miller, for their stimulating manu-
scripts, and as previously, the editor is indebted to Nancy Norton
Tomasko for her editorial contributions.

Barbara Volkmar is a medical doctor who also has a Ph.D. in
classical Chinese studies. Her research, carried out in Germany and
China, has concentrated on traditional Chinese medicine and the history
of Chinese pediatrics. Dr. Volkmar has been affiliated with the Institute
for Chinese Studies at the University of Munich, where she received her
Ph.D., and with the Institute for the History of Medicine in Munich,
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X FROM THE EDITOR

where she taught from 1991 to 1994. She is presently completing the
essay required to become a regular member of the faculty at a German
university (Habilitationsschrift); hers deals with Wan Quan, whose publi-
cations are the subject of her article.

Susan Miller is a graduate of Bennington College in Vermont.
From 1983 to 1996 she worked as a research assistant in the departments
of European Sculpture and Decorative Arts and Asian Art at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in Néw York. Her current research seeks to
expose the multiple sources and conduits for the Western appropriation
and interpretation of Asian decorative images. In the course of her work
on the designs and patterns for ceramics and textiles she discovered the
prints of Jean-Antoine Fraisse, the subject of her article.

For the convenience of readers, the complete tables of contents
for volumes one through eight are appended to this issue of the East
Asian Library Journal. Volume one, numbers one and two, have been
reprinted in a single volume, but some other numbers are already in short
supply. Back issues may be ordered directly from the journal, and we
encourage readers to make recommendations to appropriate libraries.



