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From the Editor

The publication of volume nine, number two, marks the end of a
tortuous period in the course of the East Asian Library Journal and the
beginning of one that I believe holds great promise for steady advance-
ment. Effective immediately, the journal’s associate editor, Nancy Norton
Tomasko, will take over as managing editor of the East Asian Library
Journal. The new editor brings a wealth of talent and an abundance of
energy to the task, which she is already devoting to plans for stimulating
issues of volume ten. For example, volume ten, number one, will be a
special issue devoted to papers from the “Visible Traces” symposium
held in New York in the spring of 2000. Support from the East Asian
Studies Program Committee of Princeton University is one of many
signs of growing strength and legitimacy accruing to the journal, and it
is on this optimistic note that we can all wish Dr. Tomasko a long and
prosperous tenure in the post of editor.

This issue of the East Asian Library Journal has once more benefited
from Dr. Tomasko’s many editorial contributions. I also would like to
thank Professor F. W. Mote for his constant advice. It is a particular
pleasure to express my thanks to the journal’s manuscript editor, Barbara
Westergaard, and to our book designer, Judith Waterman, for their
steadfast support and encouragement through the preparation and pub-
lication of four issues of the East Asian Library Journal. In addition, I want
to thank friends and colleagues in the Gest Library and the Department
of East Asian Studies of Princeton University for helping us to sustain the
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VIII FROM THE EDITOR

journal during the past six years. This issue of the journal, my last as
editor, contains a melange of four articles.

Zhang Haihui has a degree in Chinese history from the People’s
University of China in Beijing. After graduation she worked as a librar-
ian in the same university library and was co-compiler of the library’s
excellent rare-book catalogue. She has an m.L.s. degree from Emporia
State University in Kansas and has compiled several indexes and articles
on library science and rare books. From 1993 to 1998 Zhang served as
rare-book cataloguer with the Chinese Rare Books Project at Princeton
University. Since 1998 she had been the Chinese cataloguer and bibliog-
rapher at the East Asian Library of the University of Pittsburgh. She has
contributed a biographical essay on Mo Youzhi, the eminent nineteenth-
century scholar and bibliographer, and his Song Yuan jiubenshu jingyanlu.

Benjamin Wai-ming Ng received his Ph.D. degree in the Depart-
ment of East Asian Studies of Princeton University. His academic inter-
ests are early-modern Japanese intellectual history and Sino-Japanese
cultural relations. In August 2001 he will become associate professor in
the Japanese Studies Department at Hong Kong University. Earlier this
year Dr. Ng’s book entitled The I Ching in Tokugawa Thought and Culture
was published by the University of Hawai’i Press, and it has been selected
as one of the year’s outstanding academic books by Choice, the journal of
the American Library Association. He has presented this issue with an
interesting article on the forgery of books in Tokugawa Japan.

Eileen Hsiang-ling Hsu is a graduate of National Taiwan Univer-
sity with an M.A. in Chinese art history. She also has an m.L.s. degree
from Indiana University and has worked as a professional librarian in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. She also has an M.A. in Japanese art history
and a Ph.D. in Chinese art history, both from Columbia University. Dr.
Hsu lives in New York, and her research interests focus on Buddhist art,
especially the interaction of the indigenous Chinese art tradition and
imported iconographies and styles. Her illustrated article is on the callig-
raphy of manuscript sutras during the Six-Dynasties period.

Long Darui earned his Ph.D. degree from the Institute of World
Religions at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing in 1996.
Recently he has been a visiting scholar at the University of Lausanne,
Switzerland, and at the Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard
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University. He presently teaches at the University of Calgary in Canada.
Dr. Long studies cultural exchanges between China and foreign coun-
tries, particularly in the field of religions, a subject on which he has
published several articles. Here he has prepared a survey of the Hongwu
edition of the Buddhist Tripitaka as a contribution to Buddhist publish-
ing history.

Gest Library renovations have been completed, and Dr. Tai-loi
has been appointed as the new library director. Readers of the East Asian
Library Journal can expect continuing reports on the developments in the
Gest Library. Two relevant activities, the Cambridge History of China
Project and the Chinese Rare Books Project, are both located in the
Department of East Asian Studies at Princeton University. Ten volumes
in the renowned Cambridge History of China series have already been
published, and all but one of the remaining six volumes are under
production. It is expected that this important publishing project will be
concluded in two to three years. In the spring of 2000 the Library of
Congress and the Harvard-Yenching Library both formally began par-
ticipation in the Chinese Rare Books Project, and it is now estimated
that it will require four more years to completely catalogue all remaining
North American holdings of Chinese rare books. To assist in that effort
the project has recently hired a new rare-book cataloguer, Dr. Chi-wah
Chan. After four more years the project expects to have created a total
of circa thirty thousand full bibliographical entries to the RLIN CJK
database. The holdings represented will be divided evenly between
North American and Chinese libraries.

This is a reminder that subscription payments for volume ten are
due, and, as always, we encourage readers of the East Asian Library Journal
to introduce the journal to potential subscribers and to make recommen-
dations to libraries of their choice. Last but not least, I would like to
correct a statement made on page ix of volume nine, number one, of the
East Asian Library Journal. Please note that Barbara Volkmar received her
advanced degrees in Medicine and Sinology from the University of
Freiburg. She is presently affiliated with the Institute of Chinese Studies
at the University of Heidelberg and lives in Freiburg.



