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From The Editor

Preceding the main articles in this number of the East Asian Library
Journal is Helene van Rossum’s introduction to an exhibit of items

selected from the papers of diplomat John Van Antwerp MacMurray
(–) on display in Princeton University’s Seeley G. Mudd Li-
brary from  September  to  January . MacMurray (Princeton
University Class of ) was secretary to the United States Legation in
Beijing from  to , counselor of the embassy in Tokyo from 
to , chief of the Division of Far Eastern Affairs from  to ,
and then United States minister to China from  to . His
penchant for careful and detailed record keeping of both his personal and
career activities is reflected in his diaries, letters, copies of documents,
and a very large collection of photographs and photographic negatives.
Determined to preserve the legacy of their father’s life and diplomatic
service, MacMurray’s heirs have contributed both his papers and his
photographs to Princeton University. Scholars of East Asian politics,
history, diplomatic life, modernization, military history, culture, pho-
tography, and many other topics now have a particularly rich, delightful,
and largely unexplored resource at hand.

The three main articles in the current number of the journal
originally were presented as papers in the panel “Books in History,
History in Books,” organized for a conference in honor of Frederick W.
Mote held in October  at Princeton University. In a short essay that
precedes the articles, Martin Heijdra describes the genesis of the panel
and introduces its participants.

The panel presentations marked some elements of the legacy
of Mote’s influence on research conducted by his students and young
associates and showed that Mote’s passion for and commitment to the
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preservation—and utilization in research—of books, documents, and
archival materials has been taken up in earnest by a new generation of
scholars of East Asia. Each of these published articles amplifies the way
in which intellectual legacy has been handled in the writing of Chinese
history and the way in which something of the past handed down by an
ancestor or a predecessor shapes significantly knowledge and understand-
ing of the past.

Tai-loi Ma’s article spotlights one aspect of his on-going study of
Xu Bo (–), a late-Ming literatus and poet from Fujian. Xu Bo
was a quietly determined book collector who built a library that included
a collection of local histories unprecedented in its size and scope. Xu
utilized his collection of local histories in his own scholarly research and
sealed the legacy of his methodology by teaching those research tech-
niques to his son and by carefully cataloguing his book collection. Tai-
loi Ma’s own pursuit of extant works from Xu Bo’s now dispersed library
demonstrates astute and subtle bibliographic detective work.

Also part of a much larger study, Lynn Struve’s article details a
Ming-loyalist clan’s determination to publish—during the era of tumul-
tuous and treacherous Republican politics—the politically and person-
ally sensitive writings of Xue Cai (–), one of the clan’s late-Ming
forebears. Struve’s narration of the publication of Xue Cai’s casual
writings, biji, handed down in its manuscript form for nearly three
hundred years, vividly details and astutely analyzes the context and
content of the writing of Xue Cai’s journal, the significance of the
reemergence this manuscript to historical view, and reasons for its pub-
lication finally in  with its contents “shuffled.”

Hung-lam Chu unravels one of several incidents with puzzling
consequences for the career of Li Shimian (–), a renowned and
much storied official early in China’s Ming dynasty. Following patterns
of methodology used by his advisor at Princeton, Chu, as he himself
states, “reconstruct[s this] past event by studying each bit of relevant data
from its source.” This is done in light of the fact that, again in Chu’s
words, “our understanding of [earlier Ming times] is still considerably
guided by the preferences of traditional historiography.” What he un-
covers is that inclusion of details in both official records and unofficial
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records of the palace fire of  was a highly selective process, not
merely an unfiltered documentation of facts as they unfolded. And where
details in the records were purposefully left unstated, determination of
fact becomes largely a matter of intelligent speculation. Chu’s study
shows that careful, comparative reading of the records—the transmitted
legacy—of Yongle-era history during the construction of the capital in
the north compels a reevaluation of the Yongle emperor’s style of
statecraft

N N T
September 



News and Notes

·  ·

W   EAST ASIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL

The address for the website of the East Asian Library Journal is: http://
www.princeton.edu/~ealj. The site gives this journal, which is very
solidly committed to publishing studies related to the history of printed
and written culture in East Asia, its first toehold in what many assert is
the inevitable future of print culture—the world of virtual access to
print. We hope that, in turn, our site can function as a virtual mode of
access by which to draw readers into the world of printed and written
materials from China, Japan, and Korea in their hold-in-the-hands tan-
gible forms.

On the site you will find guidelines for submitting manuscripts for
publication in the East Asian Library Journal, links to book-related websites
and organizations, lists of the contents of current and up-coming num-
bers, and information on how to subscribe to the journal and how to
order previous issues. A list of articles in previous issues gives access to
the first page of the text and one or more figures from each article.
Heather Larkin, Princeton Class of , who designed the website, has
just returned from participating in a study of zebra behavior in Kenya and
will teach in Maebashi, Gunma Prefecture, Japan during the –
academic year.

F I: T C H  P 
I C (E–F C)

Lucille Chia, University of California Riverside, and Hilde De Weerdt,
University of Tennessee, organized this important conference on early
printing in China held – June  at the Fairbank Center of East
Asian Research, Harvard University. Presenters, who also served as lead
discussants for the paper of one fellow participant, were Timothy Barrett
(School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London), Maggie



   

Bickford (Brown University), Lucille Chia (University of California
Riverside), Joseph Dennis (Davidson College), Hilda De Weerdt (Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Knoxville), Ronald Egan (University of Califor-
nia Santa Barbara), Charles Hartman (State University of New York,
Albany), T. J. Hinrichs (Cornell University), Liu Hsiang-kwang (Na-
tional Chengchi University), Joseph McDermott (Cambridge Univer-
sity), Anne McLaren (University of Melbourne), and Takatsu Takashi
(Kagoshima University). Ann Blair (Harvard University), Peter K. Bol
(Harvard University), and Cynthia Brokaw (Ohio State University) served
as general discussants and offered remarks to conclude the conference.
Conference organizers are planning the publication of a volume of the
conference papers.

C  P C  J, F (J
  )

The Fujian Provincial Literature Association (Fujiansheng wenxue xuehui),
headed by Chen Qingyuan, organized a one-day conference on printing
culture in Jianyang, Fujian, held on  August  in Jianyang. This
conference followed on the heels of the fifth annual International Con-
ference on Ming Dynasty Literature and Culture (Mingdai wenxue yu
wenhua guoji xueshu yantaohui), this year held under the auspices of the
Ming Dynasty Literature Association of China (Zhongguo Mingdai wenxue
xuehui), headed by Zhang Peiheng, Fudan University professor of Chi-
nese literature, and the Fujian Provincial Literature Association from –
 August  in Wuyishan City, Fujian.

D M  P: A I
S H J  L L

The Tang Center for East Asian Art and the Buddhist Studies Workshop
co-sponsored a one-day public symposium on Dunhuang manuscripts
and paintings, held on  September  at Princeton University to
celebrate James and Lucy Lo’s more than sixty years of contributions to
the study of art from the Silk Road. Speakers were Chen Huaiyu



   

(University of the West), Jacob Dalton (Yale University), Jean-Pierre
Drège (École pratique des Hautes Études, Paris), Fan Jinshi (Dunhuang
Research Academy), and SusanWhitfield (International Dunhuang Project).
The Princeton University Library Collection of Dunhuang and Turfan
Materials is being digitized for inclusion in the data base of the Interna-
tional Dunhuang Project. Chen Huaiyu has compiled a catalogue of the
more than fifty Chinese-language fragments in Princeton University
Library’s collection, which will be published in an upcoming issue of the
East Asian Library Journal.

C C, –: P, F,  L
 A D J V A MM

For more on this exhibit on display at Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript
Library at Princeton University from  September  to  January
, see an extended description written by exhibit curator Helene van
Rossum, which immediately follows News and Notes.

C P –: N A  
A M

On display from  October  to  February  at the Ashmolean
Museum of Art and Archaeology in Oxford will be an exhibit of late-
twentieth-century and contemporary Chinese prints drawn from its
newly formed collection of these materials. A fully illustrated catalogue
of the museum’s print collection will be available. For more information,
see the museum’s website: www.ashmolean.org.

O  H Y  C: T H 
E A C  N A

The opening of University of California Berkeley’s new C. V. Starr East
Asian Library and Chang-Lin Tien Center for East Asian Studies was
marked with a three-day conference (– October ) that reviewed
the history of the collecting of materials from East Asia that has led to
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establishment of East Asian libraries or collections in over eighty colleges
and universities in North America. Representatives from over twenty
East Asian collections were present for the dedication of the facility, the
plenary session, discussions, tours, and festivities. A publication of con-
ference proceedings is planned.

B : T F I C   B

The theme of the International Conference on the Book held this year
in Madrid, Spain, from  to  October  was “Save, Change or
Discard–Tradition and Innovation in the World of Books.” Presentation
categories included a diverse gamut of topics related to the past, present,
and future of writing, editing, designing, publishing, printing, manufac-
turing, archiving, distribution, and utilization of books. The small number
of presentations on these activities in East Asia suggests that there is room
for expansion of the “international” scope of this annual, large-scale
conference. See the website www.book-conference.com for more infor-
mation on the presentations and publications related to this conference.

W C C

The Washi Culture Conference (Washi Bunka Koenkai) held its annual
meeting in Green Hall on the campus of Showa Women’s University,
Tokyo, on  December . The theme of this year’s conference was
“The Tradition of Processing Ryoshi.” Presentations on aspects of the
production and use of these Japanese papers for writing and drawing
were: “Processing of Ryoshi During the Heian Era” (Hisae Oyanagi,
paper-craft artist); “Techniques for and the Beauty of Washi Dyed Using
Plant Dyes” (Yukio Yoshioka, Yoshioka Dye Studio); “Preparing Gold
Leaf and Gold Powders Used for Ryoshi” (Yuji Tsukioka, industrial
artist); “History of Processing Paper and Decoration by Expert Mounters”
(Masahiro Handa, Tohoku Industrial Art University); “Development of
Ryoshi Processing Techniques” (Yasuo Kume, Chairman of Washi Cultural
Meeting). Information of publication of the proceedings is forthcoming.



   

H-Y L P-D F 
B C  L

The Fairbank Center has announced the – competition for its
post-doctoral fellowship co-sponsored by the Harvard-Yenching Library.
Research topics given priority are those related to print culture and/or
library studies. Application deadline is  February . For more informa-
tion consult the center’s website: http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~fairbank/
fellowships/harvard_yenching.html. Contact address is: Fairbank Center
for East Asian Research, Attn: Harvard-Yenching Post-doctoral Fellow-
ship, CGIS South Building,  Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA
.

B  A  N

Baensch, Robert E., ed. The Publishing Industry in China. New
Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction Publishers, . 
pp.  ---. Paper.

Brisset, Claire-Akiko, Pascal Griolet, Christophe Marquet, and
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