
 

 

Optical Character Recognition 
 

 

OCR, or Optical Character Recognition, is the conversion of scanned images of printed, handwritten, or typed text into 
machine coded text.  The Video Library offers many OCR applications outlined below. These programs include support for 
multiple languages and non-western scripts, but keep in mind that OCR is very rarely 100% accurate. The use of OCR 
software can be a great time saver, but the allocation of extra time for proof-reading and error-checking is advised. 

 

 

ReadIris Pro 
The Windows version of ReadIris Pro is installed in the Video Library.  ReadIris Pro 11 is a great product 

to use for ORC but it has a 50 page import limit. ReadIris saves the OCR scan output to popular editable 

text file formats like .doc, .txt,.rtf, etc. 
 

 
 

ReadIris Pro ME 
The ME in this product’s name stands for ‘Middle East’. This software package is installed on a 

Windows computer. This software is specifically geared toward OCR on text that contains Arabic, 

Hebrew, or Farsi characters. This is one of very few packages that can handle right-to-left 

displayed languages. 
 
 

OmniPage 
OmniPage (17 and 18 respectively), Windows version is installed on one computer. A great feature about 

OmniPage is you have the option to fine tune and correct each stage of the OCR process. This allows the 

OmniPage program to create a learning file so that if you scan similar text in the future, it should achieve 

better accuracy.  OmniPage saves the OCR scan output to popular editable text file formats such as .doc, 

.txt, and .rtf. 
 

 

Abbyy Fine Reader 
Abbyy Fine Reader is a very accurate and fast OCR program that claims to have the broadest language 

support of any OCR software. The results of the OCR can be saved in Microsoft Word, RTF, PDF, and 

Microsoft Excel.  The Video Library owns one Windows copy. 
 
 

Adobe Acobat Pro 
 
Adobe Acrobat Pro has the ability to OCR .pdf files so you can save the file out as an editable text 
file (.txt). Adobe Acrobat can also be set to OCR in different languages. The advantage this 
program has over all the other listed is that you can batch process OCR scans for multiple pdf files. 

Batch processing is not a feature that is in the other programs mentioned in this guide. Adobe 

Acrobat Pro is installed on all the Windows computers in the lab. Note: Acrobat Pro DC for 

Windows and Mac will be installed on all the computers in the Video Library the Summer of 2017. 


