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Dr Frederick James Simkin

Hall, OBE, who died on Febru-
+ ary 10, won
| totally unrelated fields.

distinction in two

Born on March 20, 1899, a
descendant of Sir George Rooke,

“| the admiral who captured Gib-

raltar in 1704 )
haps he inherited an
touch of saltiness),

(from whom per-
engaging
he was

| {rained ‘in London and Edin-

burgh and joined a surgical and
general practice at Deal in 1924.
In 1939 he found himself sud-
denly called upon to organize an
emergency casualty %service for
shipping forced by war condi-
<ons to anchor in the’ Downs.
This involved going out in an

open boat, at all hours and states

of the weather, to treat sailors
of many nationalities stricken

by every kind of illness or-accl-

dent. In conditions of discom- .
fort and often great danger,
when only the Walmer lifeboat
could put to Sea, James Hall

brought personal aid to more
than 700 seamen, many of whom

had to be conveyed laboriously
ashore if their lives were t0 be :

saved, as they nearly always
were. For his services ‘he was
made OBE in 1946, and given
the Freedom of Deal in 1966.

An enthusiastic-amateur con:

ductor, after the war he founded:

the Deal and Walmer Handelian

with - which ~he per
- familiar

Society, i
formed many works,

and unfamiliar, not all of them -

by Handel.
the world
collecting. - He published the
fruits of important research on
Handel’s early Latin church
music, and with his son Martin
edited L’Allegro, il Penseroso

This led. him into

complete edition. ~In 1959 he
Halle and
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he lent free of charge.to
wishing. to perform. th

This generosity was. € e
istic ; no’ request for. na: )
tion or the ‘%’IOan‘*of‘fngl;.ua” e’ S
material from his fellow Hane :

idns ever went without
en
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immensely busy man
His. . conversation,
memoyable book: Sea s
(1960), in. which he.
his wartime experi
compound, of ' ou
modesty, deadpan h
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appropriate in’ a
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expected. = After -
over- his’ surgery,-:
tents  seemed < to be
musicological @ as~ medica
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editions . it proved:

ern senses. He_ the

panied the oratorioss and: .d
clared :that the  composer .-he
really loved was Wagner..

He leaves a widow, Cyuthia..
‘(née -Seed), three sons, a .daugh- :. .
ter and eleven grandchildren, to:

whom the .sympat'hy_ of his-many
friends will go out” Few, ‘men
can in their nme ‘have refreshec

minds.
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