
II

TH E AM E RICAN

CRIS I S 

 C





[  31  ]

II

TH E AM E RICAN CRIS I S
cd

1750s

0 Jonathan Mayhew. A Discourse Concerning Unlimited Submission and 
Non-resistance to the Higher Powers: With Some Reflections on the Resistance 
Made to King Charles I… . Boston, 1750. On the verso of the half-title, an 
early, unidentified hand has rendered into English the Latin epigraph on the 
title page. 

Mayhew (1720–1766 ), a Congregational minister in Boston, was known for 
being something of a religious radical. An outspoken critic of Calvinism, his 
form of liberal Christianity emphasized a rational practice of religion, arguing 
that human reason was sufficient to understanding the intrinsic truths of Bib-
lical Christianity. Mayhew was also involved in the political scene. He was a 
proponent of the right to disobey unjust laws and, when presented with a ty-
rannical authority, Mayhew argued that citizens should resist oppression. 

A spirit of domination is always to be guarded 
against both in church and state, even in times of 
the greatest security… . Civil tyranny is usually 
small in its beginning, like “the drop of a bucket,” 
till at length, like a mighty torrent, or the raging 
waves of the sea, it bears down all before it, and 
deluges whole countries and empires. Thus it is 
as to ecclesiastical tyranny also,—the most cruel, 
intolerable and impious, of any. From small be-
ginnings, “it exalts itself above all that is called 
GOD, and that is worshipped[.]” People have 
no security against being unmercifully priest-
ridden, but by keeping all imperious BISH-
OPS, and other CLERGYMEN who love to 
“ lord it over God’s heritage,” from getting their 
foot into the stirrup at all. Let them be once 
fairly mounted, and their “ beasts, the laity,” 
may prance and  flounce about to no purpose: 
And they will, at length, be so jaded and  hack’d 

by these reverend jockies, that they will not 
even have spirits enough to complain, that their 
backs are galled; or, like Balaam’s ass, to “re-
buke the madness of the prophet.”… 

Tyranny brings ignorance and brutal-
ity along with it. It degrades men from their 
just rank, into the class of brutes. It damps 
their spirits. It suppresses arts. It extinguishes 
every spark of noble ardor and generosity in the 
breasts of those who are enslaved by it… . There 
can be nothing great and good, where its influ-
ence reaches. For which reason it becomes every 
friend to truth and human kind; every lover of 
God and the christian religion, to bear a part in 
opposing this hateful monster. And it was a de-
sire to contribute a mite towards carrying on a 
war against the common enemy, that produced 
the following discourse (Preface, pp. [2]–[4]; 
footnotes omitted).
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0 [Archibald Kennedy]. Serious Considerations on the Present State of the 
Affairs of the Northern Colonies. New York, 1754. 

Peril existed on the frontiers of the northern colonies. Not only was there the 
threat of invasion by the French, there was the problem of Indians collaborat-
ing with them. Some leaders, such as Benjamin Franklin and, from New York, 
Archibald Kennedy (1685–1763), thought that multi-faceted danger needed a 
unified response. Franklin proposed the Albany Plan, a vehicle for united, es-
pecially military, action. Kennedy urged closer ties with the Indians, such as 
building forts near their villages, thus pre-empting French advantages. Twenty 
years later, unified action among the colonies became an everyday reality.
And I here shall beg Leave to conclude 
with another Fable. 

A BOA R stood whetting his Tusks against 
an old Tree; the Fox, who happened to come by 
at the same Time, asked him why he made those 
Preparations of whetting his Teeth, since there 
was no Enemy near that he could perceive? 
That may be, Master Reynard, says the Boar; 
but we should scour up our Arms while we have 

Leisure, you know; for in Time of Danger we 
shall have something else to do.

A wise General has not his Men to disci-
pline, or his Ammunition to provide, when 
the Trumpet sounds TO ARMS; but sets 
apart his Times of Exercise for one, and his 
Magazines for t’other, in the calm Season 
of Peace (p. 24).

Taxation Controversy

It was one matter to comply with legislation restricting the character and scale 
of one’s economic endeavors, but it was quite a different matter to bear extrac-
tion of wealth from one’s endeavors in the form of taxes. The former situation 
was part and parcel of what it meant to be a colonial merchant, while the latter 
represented an innovation to the merchant, profoundly difficult of toleration. 
The line dividing the two situations came into sharp focus with the Sugar Act 
of 1764, also called the “American Revenue Act.”

0 James Otis. The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved. Boston, 
1764. 

Otis (1725–1783) was one of the most influential pre-revolution American 
thinkers. Even before Patrick Henry’s assertion that taxation without repre-
sentation was tyranny, The Rights of British Colonies argued that taxation with-
out representation amounted to a disenfranchisement of an American’s civil 
rights.
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Controversy over the Stamp Act

Affecting all the colonies, the Stamp duties placed a tax on all paper to which 
printing was applied. John Adams declared: “But it seems very manifest from 
the Stamp Act itself that a design is formed to strip us, in a great measure, of 
the means of knowledge, by loading the press, the colleges, and even an alma-
nac and a newspaper, with restraints and duties; and to introduce the inequali-
ties and dependencies of the feudal system by taking from the poorer sort of 
people all their little subsistence, and conferring it on a set of stamp officers, 
distributors and their deputies” (“Dissertation on Canon and Feudal Law” 
published in The True Sentiments of America, London, 1768, page 142).

0 Great Britain. Public General Acts. 1765. 5 Geo.iii.c.12. An 
Act for Granting and Applying Certain Stamp Duties, and Other Duties in the 
British Colonies and Plantations in America, … London, 1765. 

The official published text of the act. 

The sum of my argument is, That civil gov-
ernment is of God: That the administrators 
of it were originally the whole people: That 
they might have devolved it on whom they 
pleased: That this devolution is fiduciary, 
for the good of the whole; That by the Brit-
ish constitution, this devolution is on the 
King, lords and commons, the supreme sa-
cred and uncontroulable legislative power, 
not only in the realm, but thro’ the domin-
ions: That by the abdication, the original 
compact was broken to pieces; That by 
the revolution, it was renewed, and more 
firmly established, and the rights and liber-
ties of the subject in all parts of the domin-
ions, more fully explained and confirmed: 
That in consequence of this establishment, 
and the acts of succession and union, his 
Majesty George III. is rightful king and 
sovereign, and with his parliament, the su-
preme legislative of Great Britain; France 
and Ireland, and the dominions thereto be-

longing: That this constitution is the most 
free one; and by far the best, now existing 
on earth: That by this constitution, every 
man in the dominions is a free man: That no 
part of his Majesty’s dominions can be taxed 
without their consent: That every part has 
a right to be represented in the supreme or 
some subordinate legislature: That the re-
fusal of this, would seem to be a contradic-
tion in practice to the theory of the consti-
tution: That the colonies are subordinate 
dominions, and are now in such a state, as to 
make it best for the good of the whole, that 
they should not only be continued in the 
enjoyment of subordinate legislation, but, 
be also represented in some proportion to 
their number and estates, in the grand legis-
lature of the nation: That this would firmly 
unite all parts of the British empire, in the 
greatest peace and prosperity; and render it 
invulnerable and perpetual (pp. 64–65).
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0 Ames’s Almanack Revived and Improved: Or, An Astronomical Diary, for the 
Year of Our Lord Christ 1766. Boston, [1765].

The liberty of an Englishman is a Phrase of 
so various a Signification, having within 
these few Years been used as a synonymous 
Term for Blasphemy, Bawdy, Treason, Li-
bels, Strong Beer, and Cyder, that I shall not 
here presume to define its meaning; but I 

shall venture to assert what it cannot mean; 
that is, an Exemption from Taxes imposed 
by the Authority of the Parliament of Great 
Britain; nor is there any Charter, that ever 
pretended to grant such a Privilege to any 
Colony in America (p. 9).

0 [Thomas Whately]. The Regulations Lately Made concerning the Colo-
nies, and the Taxes Imposed upon Them, considered. London, 1765.

Whately (1726–1772), secretary to the Treasury under George Grenville, was 
vital in the final production of both the 1764 Revenue Act and the 1765 Stamp 
Act. His most important publication, The Regulations Lately Made Concerning 
the Colonies, attempted to defend both controversial policies. After Grenville’s 
dismissal as prime minister, Whately joined the Grenvillite opposition and ac-
tively opposed the repeal of the Stamp Act. 
Is their vast Property subject to Taxes 
without their Consent? Are they all arbi-
trarily bound by Laws to which they have 
not agreed? The Colonies are in exactly the 
same Situation: All British Subjects are re-
ally in the same; none are actually, all are vir-
tually represented in Parliament; for every 

Member of Parliament sits in the House, 
not as Representative of his own Constitu-
ents, but as one of that august Assembly by 
which all the Commons of Great Britain are 
represented. Their Rights and their Inter-
ests, however his own Borough may be af-
fected by general Dispositions, ought to be 

The imprint states: “Price Before the Stamp Act takes Place, Half-a Dollar per 
Dozen, and 6 Coppers single. After the Act takes Place, more than double that 
Price.” 

Favoring the Stamp Act

0 [Soame Jenyns]. The Objections to the Taxation of Our American Colonies, 
by the Legislature of Great Britain, Briefly Consider’d. London, 1765. 

Jenyns (1704–1787) was a Cambridgeshire squire who had a career in Parlia-
ment lasting thirty-eight years. He was also a noted wit and published satirist 
of his day. He served on the parliamentary committee, Lords Commissioners 
of Trade and Plantations from 1755 to 1780. Although he had Whig leanings, 
he generally came down on the side of conservative landholders like himself.



�
Note
 imprint.
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Tucker (1713–1799), an economist and political writer, was a proponent of 
American separation not for political or sympathetic reasons, but rather from 
a rational acceptance of theories of self-interest. As early as 1766 he advocated 
for colonial separation, concerned that radical American politics would soon 
find their way to Britain.
Your third Grievance is the Sovereignty 
of Great Britain. For you want to be inde-
pendent: You wish to be an Empire by it-
self, and to be no longer the Province of 
another. This Spirit is uppermost; and this 
Principle is visible in all your Speeches, 
and all your Writings, even when you take 
some Pains to disguise it. “What! an Island! 
“ A Spot such as this to command the great  
“ and mighty Continent of North America! 
“ Preposterous! A Continent, whose Inhab- 
“ itants double every five and twenty Years!  
“ Who therefore, within a Century and an  
“ Half will be upwards of an hundred and  
“ twenty Millions of Souls!—Forbid it Pa-
“triotism, forbid it Politics, that such a 
“ great and mighty Empire as this, should be  
“ held in subjection by the paultry King- 

“ dom of Great Britain!—Rather let the  
“ Seat of Empire be transferred: And let it  
“ be fixt, where it ought to be, viz. in Great  
“ America!”

Now, my good Friend, I will not stay to 
dispute with you the Calculations, on which 
your Orators, Philosophers, and Politicians 
have, for some Years past, grounded these 
extravagant Conceits; (tho’ I think the Cal-
culations themselves both false, and ab-
surd;) but I will only say, that while we have 
the Power, we may command your Obedi-
ence, if we please:—And that it will Time 
enough for you to propose the making us a 
Province to America, when you shall find 
yourselves able to execute the Project (pp. 
42–43).

Attacking the Stamp Act

0 [Stephen Hopkins]. The Rights of Colonies Examined. Providence, 1765. 
(See images overleaf.)

Hopkins (1707–1785), governor of Rhode Island, and signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence, entered the revolutionary scene when he helped found 
the Providence Gazette in 1762. He soon published two important pamphlets, 

0 [Josiah Tucker]. A Letter from a Merchant in London to His Nephew in 
North America, Relative to the Present Posture of Affairs in the Colonies; … Lon-
don, 1766.

the great Objects of his Attention, and the 
only Rules for his Conduct; and to sacrifice 
these to a partial Advantage in favour of the 

Place where he was chosen, would be a De-
parture from his Duty (p. 109).
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Liberty is the greatest blessing that men 
enjoy, and slavery the heaviest curse that 
human nature is capable of.—This being so, 
makes it a matter of the utmost importance 
to men, which of the two shall be their por-
tion. Absolute Liberty is, perhaps, incom-
patible with any kind of government.—The 
safety resulting from society, and the ad-
vantage of just and equal laws, hath caused 
men to forego some part of their natural lib-

erty, and submit to government. This ap-
pears to be the most rational account of it’s 
[sic] beginning; although, it must be con-
fessed, mankind have by no means been 
agreed about it: Some have found it’s [sic] 
origin in the divine appointment: Oth-
ers have thought it took it’s [sic] rise from 
power: Enthusiasts have dreamed that do-
minion was founded in grace (p. [3]).

0 [Daniel Dulany]. Considerations on the Propriety of Imposing Taxes in 
the British Colonies, for the Purpose of Raising a Revenue, by Act of Parliament. 
North America [Annapolis], 1765. 

Dulany (1722–1797) was considered one of the best lawyers in North Amer-
ica during his time. His persuasive Considerations on the Propriety of Imposing 
Taxes in the British Colonies was praised by both sides for its call to modera-
tion. Rather than appealing to natural law or revolutionary sympathies, Du-
lany showed the unconstitutionality of the Stamp Act according to British law. 
Disproving the notion of “implied” representation that Parliament claimed 
America possessed, Dulany nevertheless encouraged his fellow Americans to 
respect the Stamp Act until British politicians repealed it. This moderation led 
to the pamphlet’s universal popularity, and when the Stamp Act was eventu-
ally repealed, the opposition leader used large passages from Considerations to 
prove his case. 

the latter of which, The Rights of Colonies Examined, argued for the rights not 
just of Rhode Islanders but of “Americans.” It also contained an early sugges-
tion for a form of federal government in which states retained local sover-
eignty, including rights of taxation, a theory which stood in direct opposition 
to the current British policy. James Otis wrote his Vindication of the British Col-
onies in support of Hopkins, further advancing theories of “taxation without 
representation.” 

0 James Otis.  A Vindication of the British Colonies, against the Aspersions of 
the Halifax Gentleman, in His Letter to a Rhode-Island Friend. Boston, 1765. 

It will however by no means from thence 
follow, that ’tis always expedient, and in 
all circumstances equitable for the supreme 
and sovereign legislative to tax the colo-
nies, much less that ’tis reasonable this right 

should be practised upon without allowing 
the colonies an actual representation. An 
equal representation of the whole state is, 
at least in theory, of the essence of a perfect 
parliament, or supreme legislative (p. 5). 



Front wrapper.



Note ownership signature of Baptist clergymen, Isaac Backus (1724–1806), 
proponent of the separation of church and state.
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This Observation being considered, it will 
undeniably appear, that, in framing the late 
Stamp Act, the Commons acted in the Char-
acter of Representative of the Colonies. 
They assumed it as the Principle of that 
Measure, and the Propriety of it must there-
fore stand, or fall, as the Principle is true, or 
false: For the Preamble sets forth, That the 
Commons of Great Britain had resolved to 
Give and Grant the several Rates and Duties 
imposed by the Act; but what Right had the 
Commons of Great Britain to be thus munif-
icent at the Expence [sic] of the Commons 
of America?——To give Property, not be-
longing to the Giver, and without the Con-
sent of the Owner, is such evident and fla-
grant Injustice, in ordinary Cases, that few 
are hardy enough to avow it; and there-
fore, when it really happens, the Fact is dis-
guised and varnished over by the most plau-
sible Pretences the Ingenuity of the Giver 

can suggest.——But it is alledged [sic] that 
there is a Virtual, or implied Representation 
of the Colonies springing out of the Con-
stitution of the British Government: And it 
must be confessed on all Hands, that, as the 
Representation is not actual, it is virtual, 
or it doth not exist at all; for no third kind 
of Representation can be imagined. The 
Colonies claim the Privilege, which is com-
mon to all British Subjects, of being taxed 
only with their own Consent given by their 
Representatives, and all the Advocates for 
the Stamp Act admit this Claim. Whether, 
therefore, upon the whole Matter, the Im-
position of the Stamp Duties is a proper Exer-
cise of Constitutional Authority, or not, de-
pends upon the single Question, Whether 
the Commons of Great Britain are virtually 
the Representatives of the Commons of 
America, or not (pp. 5–6 ).

0 [John Dickinson]. The Late Regulations, Respecting the British Colonies 
on the Continent of America Considered, in a Letter from a Gentleman in Phila-
delphia to His Friend in London. London, re-printed [1765].

A Maryland native, Dickinson (1732–1818) came to Philadelphia after his 
schooling to practice law. His family’s extensive land holdings and his dual res-
idencies in Delaware and Pennsylvania allowed him to serve in the legislatures 
of both colonies. A strong opponent of arbitrary parliamentary decrees, Dick-
inson helped to draft the Declaration of Grievance, a response to the Sugar 
and Stamp Acts and later published several pamphlets exhorting his fellow cit-
izens that disobedience of these acts was not rebellion, but rather an attempt 
to retain a person’s natural rights. He continued to be critical of tax policies 
throughout his career, and stressed that although the colonies were preparing 
for war, they should continue to push for a peaceful solution to the conflict. 
However, under all these restraints, and 
some others that have been imposed on 
us, we have not till lately been unhappy. 
Our spirits were not depressed. We appre-
hended no design formed against our lib-
erty. We for a long time enjoyed peace, and 
were quite free from any heavy debt, either 
internal or external. We had a paper cur-
rency which served as a medium of domes-

tic commerce, and permitted us to employ 
all the gold and silver we could acquire, in 
trade abroad. We had a multitude of mar-
kets for our provisions, lumber and iron. 
These allowed liberties, with some others 
we assumed, enabled us to collect consider-
able sums of money for the joint benefit of 
ourselves and our mother-country.

But the modern regulations are in ev ery 
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0 Considerations upon the Rights of the Colonists to the Privileges of British Sub-
jects, Introduc’d by a Brief Review of the Rise and Progress of English Liberty, 
and Concluded with Some Remarks upon Our Present Alarming Situation. New 
York, 1766. 

The anonymous author argued for the expansion of rights owing to the move-
ment of English freemen to the New World: 
They were not banish’d to America as a 
Punishment for any Crimes which They 
had committed, and by which they might 
possibly have forfeited the Privileges of So-
ciety. Far from it! — They left England as 
free Adventurers… . 

No Man will deny that the provincial  
Americans have an inherent, unalienable  
Right to all the Privileges of British Sub- 

jects… . 
By one single Stroke of political Legerde-

main, They [the ministers] have unhing’d 
the whole Constitution… . At once to depre-
tiate [sic] these Jewels of English Freedom, 
and reduce Us to a State of abject Depen-
dence, the privy Council have erected 
themselves into a Court of final Appeal… . 

[E]very particular Branch in a mixt 

Form of Government is continually la-
bouring to extend it’s [sic] own Power and 
Influence… . 

We cannot be surpris’d that the Minis-
ters of the Crown have endeavour’d to in-
crease, in the Wilds of America, the Force 
of that Prerogative which is so strictly lim-
ited at Home… . 

As Freemen, Subjects of the same Prince, 
They consider Themselves upon an equal 
Footing with the Freemen of Great-Brit-
ain. To suppose any Subordination would 
be destroying the very Spirit of the English 
Government… .

We have already shewn that the Spirit of 
Liberty is not confin’d to the Shores of Brit-
ain. Let Us now endeavour to support that 
Spirit (pp. 4, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 25).

Repeal of the Stamp Act

0 [“Manuscript Memorandum Summarizing British Government Correspon-
dence Concerning Colonies in North America … with Numerous Reports 
Regarding Responses to the Stamp Act.”] (See image overleaf.) 

This is a unique document in the Lapidus Collection evidently compiled for of-
ficial use in London in connection with ministerial discussions concerning the 
difficulties regarding the Stamp Act. 

circumstance afflicting. The remittances we  
have been able to make to Great-Britain, 
with all the license hitherto granted or 
taken, and all the money brought among us 
in the course of the late war, have not been 

sufficient to pay her what we owe; but there 
still remains due, according to a late calcu-
lation made by the English merchants, the 
sum of four millions sterling (pp. 12–13).



Memorandum compiled for official use during discussions concerning repeal 
of the Stamp Act.
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0 Nathaniel Appleton. A Thanksgiving Sermon on the Total Repeal of the 
Stamp-Act. Preached in Cambridge, New-England, May 20th, in the Afternoon 
Preceding the Public Rejoicings of the Evening upon That Great Occasion. Bos-
ton, 1766.

The Rev. Nathaniel Appleton (1693–1784) was ordained pastor of the First 
Church of Cambridge in 1717, a post he held for the next sixty-six years. In 
1771, Harvard presented him with the degree of Doctor of Divinity, an honor 
not given to anyone since 1692. He was cited for his character, his “promoting 
the interests of piety and learning in this society,” and his “usefulness to the 
churches.” 
[W]hat a sorrowful, disturbed and tumul-
tuous state have all the British colonies of 
America been in, when by a late parliamen-
tary act, many of the privileges and liber-
ties we had been in the quiet possession of, 
were cut short: and should the act have con-
tinued, we should not have been the free 
people that once we were, and should have 

been subject to such oppressions as our fa-
thers knew nothing of; and which neither 
we nor our children would have been able 
to bear… . 

[W]hat violence, and shedding of blood, 
what destruction, and desolation is happily 
prevented by the repeal of this act: … (pp. 
13, 16 ).

0 Jonathan Mayhew. The Snare Broken. A Thanksgiving-Discourse, 
Preached … May 23, 1766. Occasioned by the Repeal of the Stamp-Act. Boston, 
1766.

This sermon, The Snare Broken, expressing popular satisfaction at the repeal of 
the Stamp Act, likened Americans to birds who had escaped the trap of their 
British hunters. 
Having been initiated, in youth, in the doc-
trines of civil liberty, as they were taught 
by such men as Plato, Demosthenes, Cicero 
and other renowned persons among the 
ancients; and such as Sidney and Milton, 
Locke and Hoadley, among the moderns; 
I liked them; they seemed rational. Hav-
ing, earlier still learnt from the holy scrip-
tures, that wise, brave and vertuous men 
were always friends to liberty; that God 
gave the Israelites a King in his anger, be-
cause they had not sense and virtue enough 
to like a free common-wealth, and to have 
himself for their King; that the Son of God 
came down from heaven, to make us ‘free 
indeed’; and that ‘where the Spirit of the 

Lord is, there is liberty’; this made me con-
clude, that freedom was a great blessing. 
Having, also, from my childhood up, by the 
kind providence of my God, and the ten-
der care of a good parent now at rest with 
Him, been educated to the love of liberty, 
tho’ not of licentiousness; which chaste and 
virtuous passion was still increased in me, 
as I advanced towards, and into, manhood; 
I would not, I cannot now, tho’ past middle 
age, relinquish the fair object of my youth-
ful affections, Liberty; whose charms, in-
stead of decaying with time in my eyes, have 
daily captivated me more and more. I was, 
accordingly, penetrated with the most sen-
sible grief, when, about the first of November 
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0 Charles Chauncy. A Discourse on “the Good News from a Far Country.” 
Deliver’d July 24th. A Day of Thanks-giving … on Occasion of the Repeal of the 
Stamp-Act. Boston, 1766.

A friend of Jonathan Mayhew, Chauncy (1705–1787) was pastor at Boston’s 
First Church for over 60 years, whose parishioners included Anne Hutchin-
son, John Winthrop, and Paul Revere. He actively opposed the Edwardian 
legacy of the Great Awakening and was known for presenting a more har-
monious view of God and salvation than that given by Calvinism. He wrote 
patriotic essays, the most famous of which, Letter to a Friend, argued that as 
economic liberty was withheld from American colonists, political liberty was 
bound to meet an equally dismal fate. 

last, that day of darkness, a day hardly to be 
numbered with the other days of the year, 
she seemed about to take her final depar-
ture from America, and to leave that ugly 
hag Slavery, the deformed child of Satan, 

in her room. I am now filled with a propor-
tionable degree of joy in God, on occasion 
of Her speedy return, with new smiles on 
her face, with augmented beauty and splen-
dor (pp. 35–36 ).

Another thing in this “news,” making it 
“good,” is the hopeful prospect it gives us of 
being continued in the enjoyment of certain 
liberties and privileges, valued by us next to 
life itself. Such are those of being “tried by 
our equals,” and of “making grants for the 
support of government of that which is our 
own, either in person or by representatives 
we have chosen for the purpose.” Whether 
the Colonists were invested with a right 
to these liberties and privileges that ought 
not be wrested from them, or whether they 
were not, tis the truth of fact, that they re-
ally thought they were: All of them as nat-
ural heirs to it, by being born subjects to 
the British Crown; and some of them, by 
additional charter-grants, the legality of 
which, instead of being contested, have all 
along, from the days of our fathers, been 
assented to, and allowed of, by the su-
preme authority at home. And they imag-
ined, whether justly, or not, I dispute not, 
that their right to the free and full enjoy-
ment of these privileges was their righteous 
due in consequence of what they, and their 

fore-fathers, had done and suffered in sub-
duing and defending these American lands, 
not only for their own support, but to add 
extent, strength and glory to the British-
Crown. And as it had been early and deeply 
impressed on their minds, that their char-
ter-privileges were rights that had been 
dearly paid for by a vast expense of blood, 
treasure and labor, without which this con-
tinent must have still remained in a wilder-
ness-state, and the property of savages only; 
it could not but strongly put in motion their 
passion of grief, when they were laid under 
a Parliamentary restraint as to the exercise 
of that liberty, they esteemed their greatest 
glory. It was eminently this that filled their 
minds with jealousie, and at length a settled 
fear, lest they should gradually be brought 
into a state of the most abject slavery. This 
it was that gave rise to the cry, which be-
came general throughout the Colonies, “we 
shall be made to serve as bond-servants.—
Our lives will be bitter with hard bondage” 
(pp. 14–15).
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0 The Examination of Doctor Benjamin Franklin, before an August Assembly, Re-
lating to the Repeal of the Stamp-Act, &c. [Philadelphia, 1766]. (See images 
overleaf.)

Q. What is your name, and place of 
abode?

A. Franklin, of Philadelphia.
Q. Do the Americans pay any consider-

able taxes among themselves?
A. Certainly many, and very heavy taxes.
Q. What are the present taxes in Penn-

sylvania, laid by the laws of the Colony?
A. There are taxes on all estates real and 

personal, a poll tax, a tax on all offices, pro-
fessions, trades and businesses, according 
to their profits; an excise on all wine, rum, 
and other spirits; and a duty of Ten Pounds 
per head on all Negroes imported, with 
some other duties.

Q. For what purposes are those taxes 
laid?

A. For the support of the civil and mili-
tary establishments of the country, and to 
discharge the heavy debt contracted in the 
last war… . 

Q. What was the temper of America to-

wards Great-Britain before the year 1763?
A. The best in the world. They submitted 

willingly to the government of the Crown, 
and paid, in all their courts, obedience to 
acts of parliament. Numerous as the peo-
ple are in the several old provinces, they 
cost you nothing in forts, citadels, garri-
sons or armies, to keep them in subjection. 
They were governed by this country at the 
expense only of a little pen, ink and paper. 
They were led by a thread. They had not 
only a respect, but an affection, for Great-
Britain, for its laws, its customs and man-
ners, an even a fondness for its fashions, that 
greatly increased the commerce. Natives of 
Britain were always treated with particular 
regard; to be an Old England-man, was, of 
itself, a character of some respect, and gave 
a kind of rank among us.

Q. And what is their temper now?
A. O, very much altered. 
(pp. 1, 3–4).

Townshend Acts 

The repeal of the Stamp Act was followed by the imposition of the Townshend 
Acts of 1767, which laid duties upon many articles imported by the colonies.

0 [John Dickinson]. “Letters from a Farmer, in Pennsylvania, to the In-
habitants of the British Colonies.” 12 letters. Pennsylvania Gazette (Phila-
delphia), December 3, 1767–February 18, 1768. 

Addressing the Quartering, Restraining, and Townshend Acts, Letters from a 
Farmer is a series of letters eventually republished in nineteen of twenty-three 
colonial newspapers then in print. Dickinson argued against what he perceived 
as threats to liberty through the loss of tax control and the existence of a stand-
ing British army. 



Mezzotint by Johann Martin Will after portrait (1777) by Charles-Nicolas Cochin II.
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0 Daniel Shute. A Sermon Preached before His Excellency Francis Bernard, 
Esq; Governor, … of the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay… , May 25th. 1768. 
Being the Aniversary [sic] for the Election of His Majesty’s Council for Said Prov-
ince. Boston, 1748 [error for 1768]. 

Shute (1722–1802) was pastor of the third Congregational Church of Hing-
ham, Massachusetts, from 1745–1799. Here, before the governor of the col-
ony, he plainly states that rulers ought to be “chosen by the community” and 
are “the guardians of the natural and constitutional rights of their subjects.”

I am a Farmer, settled, after a Variety of 
Fortunes, near the Banks of the River Dela-
ware, in the Province of Pennsylvania. I re-
ceived a liberal Education, and have been 
engaged in the busy Scenes of Life; but 
am now convinced, that a Man may be as 
happy without Bustle, as with it. My farm 
is small; my Servants are few, and good; I 
have a little Money at Interest; I wish for 
no more… .

Being Master of my Time, I spend a good 
Deal of it in a Library, which I think the 
most valuable Part of my small Estate; and 
being acquainted with two or three Gentle-
men of Abilities and Learning, who honour 
me with their Friendship, I have acquired, 
I believe, a greater Knowledge in History, 
and the Laws and Constitution of my Coun-
try, than is generally attained by Men of my 
Class, many of them not being so fortunate 
as I have been in the Opportunities of get-
ting Information.

From my Infancy I was taught to love Hu-
manity and Liberty. Enquiry and Experience 
have since confirmed my Reverence for the 
Lessons then given me, by convincing me 
more fully of their Truth and Excellence. 
Benevolence towards Mankind, excites 
Wishes for their Welfare, and such Wishes 

endear the Means of fulfilling them. These 
can be found in Liberty only: Therefore 
her sacred Cause ought to be espoused, by 
every Man, on every Occasion, to the ut-
most of his Power… .

These being my Sentiments, I am en-
couraged to offer to you, my Countrymen, 
my thoughts on some late Transactions, 
that appear to me to be of the utmost Im-
portance to you. Conscious of my own 
Defects, I have waited some Time, in Ex-
pectation of seeing the Subject treated by 
Persons much better qualified for the Task; 
but being therein disappointed, and appre-
hensive that longer Delays will be injuri-
ous, I venture at length to request the At-
tention of the Public, praying only for one 
Thing, that is, these lines may be read with 
the same Zeal for the Happiness of British 
America, with which they were wrote.

With a good deal of Surprize I have ob-
served, that little Notice has been taken 
of an Act of Parliament, as injurious in its 
Principle to the Liberties of these Colo-
nies, as the Stamp Act was: I mean the Act 
for suspending the Legislation of New-York 
(First letter, Pennsylvania Gazette, Decem-
ber 3, 1767).

Nor is it to be thought that Great-Britain 
would designedly enslave any of her free-
born sons, and thereby break in upon that 
constitution so friendly to liberty, and on 
which her own safety depends (pp. 53–54).

Arbitrary and oppressive measures in 
the state would indeed dispirit the people 
and weaken the nerves of industry, and in 
their consequences lead to poverty and ruin; 
but a mild and equitable administration, will 
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0 A Son of Liberty [Silas Downer]. A Discourse, Delivered in Provi-
dence, in the Colony of Rhode-Island, upon the 25th Day of July, 1768. At the Ded-
ication of the Tree of Liberty, from the Summer House in the Tree. Providence, 
1768. 

Downer (1729–1785), a lawyer and revolutionary, according to one author-
ity, was the first to “openly and unequivocally [say] that British Parliament 
did not have the right to legislate for the colonies.” His Discourse, delivered in 
Providence, emphasized the natural right of people to govern themselves and 
radically claimed that the British Parliament had no right to make “any laws 
whatsoever” in regards to the American colonies. 

encourage their hearts and strengthen their 
hands to execute with vigor those measures 
which promote the strength and safety of 
the whole.

To lay a foundation of greater security to 
ourselves is indeed a laudable motive to such 
efforts; and may be justified by the princi-
ple of self-preservation: But the advantages 
of such improvements will not be confined 
to ourselves—the more populous and opu-
lent we grow, the more able we shall be to 
defend this important part of the British do-
minions—the more our nation will be a ter-
ror to her enemies—and the better able shall 

we be to make remittance for what we shall 
necessarily want of her manufactures.

By a proper attention to the general in-
terest, and vigorous pursuits of measures 
that tend to promote it, things may be put 
into such a situation as to be of mutual ad-
vantage. The growth and prosperity of her 
colonies must be of real advantage to Great 
Britain.—The means for exportation being 
increased in them, will be so to the colonies, 
by which they may sink their present heavy 
debts, and more easily defray necessary 
public charges (pp. 65–66).

Let us then in justice to ourselves and our 
children, break off a trade so pernicious to 
our interest, and which is likely to swal-
low up both our estates and liberties.——A 
trade which hath nourished the people, 
in idleness and dissipation.——We can-
not, we will not, betray the trust reposed 
in us by our ancestors, by giving up the 
least of our liberties.——We will be free-
men, or we will die——we cannot endure 
the thought of being governed by subjects, 
and we make no doubt but the Almighty 
will look down upon our righteous contest 
with gracious approbation. We cannot bear 
the reflection that this country should be 
yielded to them who never had any hand in 
subduing it. Let our whole conduct shew 
that we know what is due to ourselves. Let 

us act prudently, peaceably, firmly, and 
jointly. Let us break all off trade and com-
merce with a people who would enslave us, 
as the only means to prevent our ruin. May 
we strengthen the hands of the civil gov-
ernment here, and have all our exertions 
tempered with the principles of peace and 
order, and may we by precept and example 
encourage the practice of virtue and moral-
ity, without which no people can be happy. 

It only remains now, that we dedicate 
the Tree of Liberty. 

WE do therefore, in the name and behalf of 
all the true Sons of Liberty in America, 
Great-Britain, Ireland, Corsica, or whereso-
ever they are dispersed throughout the world, 
dedicate and solemnly devote this tree, to 
be a TREE of LIBERTY.——May all our 
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0 [Thomas Hollis, comp.]. The True Sentiments of America: Contained in 
a Collection of Letters Sent from the House of Representatives of the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay to Several Persons of High Rank in This Kingdom: … Lon-
don, 1768. 

When he gave a book to Princeton in 1764, Thomas Hollis (1720–1774) de-
scribed himself as “An Englishman, a Lover of Liberty, the principles of the 
Revolution, & the Protestant Succession in the House of Hanover, Citizen of 
the world, …” He was a “strenuous Whig.” 

Hollis wrote the title page and selected the contents. Included is the letter 
written by Samuel Adams to the Earl of Chatham, dated February 2, 1768, a 
portion of which follows:

councils and deliberations under its venerable 
branches be guided by wisdom, and directed to 
the support and maintenance of that liberty, 
which our renowned forefathers sought out 
and found under trees and in the wilderness.—
May it long flourish, and may the SONS of 
LIBERTY often repair hither, to confirm 
and strengthen each other——When they look 

towards this sacred ELM, may they be pene-
trated with a sense of their duty to themselves, 
their country, and their posterity:——And may 
they, like the house of David, grow stronger and 
stronger, while their enemies, like the house of 
Saul, grow weaker and weaker. Amen (pp. 
15–16 ).

The duties levied in America, by virtue of 
the aforementioned acts, were imposed 
with the sole and express purpose of rais-
ing a revenue; and are to be applied, in the 
first place, for making a more certain and 
adequate provision for the charge of the ad-
ministration of justice, and the support of 
civil government, in such colonies where it 
shall be found necessary; and the residue is 
from time to time to be disposed of by Par-
liament, towards defraying the necessary 
expences of defending, protecting, and se-
curing the colonies. It is humbly submitted, 
whether his Majesty’s commons in Britain 
have not, by these acts, granted the prop-
erty of their fellow subjects in America, 
without their consent in Parliament. Your 

Lordships will allow, that it is an unalter-
able rule in equity, that a man shall have the 
free use and the sole disposal of his prop-
erty. This original principle, to the last-
ing honour of our British ancestors, was in 
early time ingrafted into the British consti-
tution, and is the greatest security, as well 
as the brightest ornament of a British sub-
ject… . The blessings of the British consti-
tution will for ever keep the subjects in this 
province united to the mother state, as long 
as the sentiments of liberty are preserved: 
But what liberty can remain to them, when 
their property, the fruit of their toil and in-
dustry, and the prop of all their future hopes 
in life, may be taken from them at the dis-
cretion of others? (pp. 45–46 ).

0 Joseph Priestley. An Essay on the First Principles of Government; and on 
the Nature of Political, Civil, and Religious Liberty. London, 1768. 

Joseph Priestley (1733–1804) was a polymath, known for being co-discov-
erer of oxygen, educational innovator, and a controversial theologian. He was  
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opposed to state-sponsored religions and a strong supporter of both the Amer-
ican and French revolutions, a position which led the Englishman to immigrate 
to Pennsylvania in 1794 and publish letters critical of continental anti-French 
tendencies.
Let the system of toleration be completely 
carried into execution: and let every mem-
ber of the community enjoy every right of a 
citizen, whether he chuse to conform to the 
established religion or not. Let every man, 
who has sufficient abilities, be deemed qual-
ified to serve his country in any civil capac-
ity. Because a man cannot be a bishop, must 

he therefore be nothing in the state, and his 
country derive no benefit from his talents? 
Besides, let it be considered, that those who 
depart the farthest from established opin-
ions will have more at stake in a country 
where they enjoy these singular privileges; 
and, consequently, will be more attached to 
it (pp. 116–17).

0 Amos Adams. A Concise, Historical View of the Perils, Hardships, Difficulties 
and Dicouragements Which Attended the Planting and Progressive Improvements 
of New-England; With a Particular Account of Its Long and Destructive Wars, 
Expensive Expeditions, &c. Boston, 1769. 

One year after this Boston edition, Adams’s View was published in London. 
The London publishers secularized the tone of Adams’s text by stripping away 
the front and back matter in which he frames New England history in the con-
text of salvation-history, the larger story of God’s working through history to 
protect his people.
Unhappily, … for Great-Britain and the 
Colonies too, we see another parliamen-
tary act put in execution, for the design of 
raising a revenue, and of fixing the jurisdic-
tion of Parliament, in such a manner as to 
leave the Colonies without the power of 
disposing of their own property. This act is 
generally reckoned quite unconstitutional, 

and, in many respects very unfriendly to 
our liberties.—It cannot be concealed, that 
great uneasiness generally, almost univer-
sally, subsists in the Colonies, and there 
needs no great penetration to foresee, that 
the continued enforement [sic] of this act 
will have very disagreeable consequences 
(pp. 48–49).

0 Merchants of Boston. Observations on Several Acts of Parliament, … 
and Also, on the Conduct of the Officers of the Customs since These Acts Were 
Passed… . [Boston], 1769. 

It is not readily known who among the merchants of Boston composed as well 
as paid for the publication of this pamphlet. Among this cohort were a num-
ber favorable to the cause of the colonies, James Bowdoin and John Hancock 
being the most prominent.
Upon the whole, the trade of America is re-
ally the trade of Great-Britain herself: The 

profits thereof center there. It is one grand 
source from whence money so plentifully 
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flows into the hands of the several manu-
facturers, and from thence into the coffers 
of landholders throughout the whole king-
dom. It is in short the strongest chain of 
connection between Britain and the Colo-
nies, and the principal means whereby those 
sources of wealth and power have been and 
are so useful and advantageous to her. The 
embarrassments, difficulties and insupport-
able burdens under which this trade has la-
boured, have already made us prudent, 
frugal and industrious, and such a spirit in 

the Colonists must soon, very soon, en-
able them to subsist without the manufac-
tures of Great-Britain, the trade of which, 
as well as its naval power, has been greatly 
promoted and strengthened by the luxury 
of the colonies; consequently any measures 
that have a tendency to injure, obstruct and 
diminish the American trade and naviga-
tion, must have the same effect upon that of 
Great-Britain, and in all probability prove 
her Ruin (p. 24). 

After the Boston Massacre

On March 5, 1770, after rising tensions, occupying British soldiers killed five 
colonial citizens in a confrontation now know as the Boston Massacre.
0 Nathaniel Appleton. The Right Method of Addressing the Divine Maj-

esty in Prayer; so as to Support and Strengthen Our Faith in Dark and Trouble-
some Times. Set Forth in Two Discourses on April 5, 1770… . Boston, 1770. 

This oration was delivered one month after the Boston Massacre: 
Oh! then how should we hope and plead 
with God in holy faith and confidence, that 
there may be no impositions upon us but 
what are constitutional. And that for the 
time to come, there may be no occasion for 
any military troops among us, to inforce any 
laws upon us; which have been the unhappy 
occasion of many affrays and disturbances 
among us, till of late it came even to shed-
ding of blood; which blood lately ran down 
the streets of our capital, and which is now 

crying to God from the ground, and wait-
ing for a strict and impartial inquisition.* … 
We must appeal to God with the Psalmist 
for the justice and equity of our cause.

—————
* The evening after the 5th of March, 

when three Persons were shot dead upon 
the spot; and several more wounded, two 
of whom died quickly of their wounds. 

(pp. 35–36 ).

0 James Lovell. An Oration Delivered April 2d, 1771… . To Commemorate the 
Bloody Tragedy of the Fifth of March, 1770. Boston, 1771.

 “There are few men of consequence among us,” John Adams remarked in 1816, 
“who did not commence their career by an oration on the fifth of March.” (Let-
ter to Dr. J. Morse, 5 January, 1816. Works of John Adams, Vol. x, pp. 203, 
204.)
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Lovell (1737–1814) was raised in a household with Loyalist tendencies, yet 
he differed with his father, who eventually left Boston with the British evacu-
ation. On the first anniversary of the Boston Massacre, the Boston town com-
mittee asked Lovell to give a speech. He was known as a skilled orator. His 
speech was published and began a series of Massacre orations appearing annu-
ally as separate publications for the next fifteen years.

Who are a free people? Not those who do 
not suffer actual oppression; but those who 
have a constitutional check upon the power to 
oppress… . We are SLAVES ’till we obtain 
such redress thro’ the justice of our King as 
our happy constitution leads us to expect. In 
that condition, let us behave with the pro-
priety and dignity of FREEMEN; and thus 
exhibit to the world a new character of a 
people which no history describes (pp. 11 
and 17).

The true strength and safety of every 
commonwealth or limited monarchy, is 
the bravery of its freeholders, its militia. 
By brave militias they rise to grandeur, and 
they come to ruin by a mercenary army. This 
is founded on historical facts; and the same 
causes will, in similar circumstances, for-
ever produce the same effects. Justice Black-
stone, in his inimitably clear commentaries, 
tells us, that “it is extremely dangerous in a 
land of liberty, to make a distinct order of 
the profession of arms; that such an order 
is an object of jealousy; and that the laws 
and constitution of England are strangers to it.” 
One article of the Bill of Rights is, that the 
raising or keeping a standing army within 
the kingdom in a time of peace, unless it be 
with consent of parliament is against law. 

The present army therefore, tho’ called the 
peace establishment, is kept up by one act, 
and governed by another; both of which 
expire annually. This circumstance is val-
ued as a sufficient check upon the army. A 
less body of troops than is now maintained 
has, on a time, destroyed a King and fought 
under a parliament with great success and 
glory; but upon a motion to disband them, 
they turned their masters out of doors, and 
fixed up others in their stead (pp. 8–9).

The declarative vote of the British Parlia-
ment is the death-warrant of our birthrights, 
and wants only a Czarish King to put it into 
execution. Here then a door of salvation is 
open. Great Britain may raise her fleets and 
armies, but is only our own King that can di-
rect their fire down upon our heads. He is 
gracious, but not omniscient. He is ready to 
hear our appeals in their proper course; 
and knowing himself, tho’ the most power-
ful prince on earth, yet, a subject under the 
divine constitution of law, that law he will 
ask and receive from the twelve Judges of 
England. These will prove that the claim of 
the British Parliament over us is not only il-
legal in itself, but a down-right 
usurpation of his prerogative as 
KING of America (pp. 15–16 ).

Make The Bloody Fifth Of March The Era 
Of The Resurrection Of Your Birthrights. 

—James Lovell speaking at Old South
Church, Boston, April 2, 1771

0 John Hancock. An Oration; Delivered March 5, 1774, at the Request of the 
Inhabitants of the of the Town of Boston: To Commemorate the Bloody Tragedy of 
the Fifth of March 1770. Boston, 1774. 
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Hancock (1737–1793) was a leading Boston merchant and an outspoken 
champion of independence. This speech, given on the fourth anniversary of 
the Boston Massacre, was part of a long series of commemorations lasting into 
the nineteenth century. The Boston Tea Party had taken place a mere three 
months prior to Hancock’s oration. 
The troops of George the Third have cross’d 
the wide atlantick, not to engage an enemy, 
but to assist a band of Traitors in tram-
pling on the rights and liberties of his most 
loyal subjects in America,—those rights and 

liberties which as a father he ought ever to 
regard, and as a King he is bound in honor to 
defend from violations, even at the risque 
of his own life (p. 7).
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Pro-colonies 1774

0 [John Cartwright]. American Independence the Interest and Glory of 
Great Britain; Or, Arguments to Prove, That Not Only in Taxation, but in Trade, 
Manufactures, and Government, the Colonies Are Entitled to an Entire Indepen-
dency… . London, 1774. 

This was the first of eighty books published by John Cartwright (1740–1824), 
a naval officer whose service was curtailed for reasons of health, and who once 
served in Newfoundland. He advocated that Americans had the right to choose 
their own rulers as well as to tax themselves.
Britons of all parties, and of almost all de-
nominations, seem far too unanimous in 
wishing to tyrannize over their brethren 
on the other side of the Atlantic. Happy, 
most happy, should the writer esteem him-
self, could he entertain any flattering hopes, 
that his plain and humble pen might inspire 
his countrymen with more generous sen-
timents! But are not his countrymen the 
brave sons of freedom? lovers of justice, 
and by nature generous? He will then—he 
must entertain these pleasing hopes. To 
know, that he had thus influenced a single 
individual, would afford him reflections, 
that would more than counter-balance the 
ordinary evils of life. If, however, he had no 
other satisfaction on this occasion, it would 
yet be sufficient, that his American kindred 
should say, “There was one Englishman 
and advocate for our freedom;” but I trust 
there are, in the private and independent 
walks of life, many of the same sentiment; 
and that their numbers will daily increase, 
as a free discussion of the parliamentary 

pretensions of the sovereignty of America, 
shall more and more discover their total 
want of foundation; and, I am very far from 
despairing, that this truth shall, ere long, be 
acknowledged, even by the minister and 
the legislature (Preface, pp. [i]–ii). 

I hope that the late bill will prove only a 
temporary violence, and that these mo-
ments, which are generally thought to be a 
fullen [sic] calm, foreboding some dreadful 
political convulsion, may be pregnant with 
more salutary measures and plans of peace. 
The remembrance of it will, in a moment, 
be done away, when Great Britain shall 
once have done justice to the Americans, by 
an open declaration of their independence, 
and by offering them her friendship. Our 
mutual jealousies will be buried in oblivion, 
and, as the Dean foretels, the Americans 
will then consider us as “their protectors, 
mediators, benefactors” (p. 57; footnotes 
omittted).

0 An Old Member of Parliament [Arthur Lee]. An Appeal to the 
Justice and Interests of the People of Great Britain, in the Present Disputes with 
America. London, 1774. 

Lee (1740–1792) was born in Virginia and studied medicine at Edinburgh. He 
read and practiced law in London between 1766 and 1776. He published his 
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first pamphlet, An Essay in Vindication of the Continental Colonies of America, in 
1764, attacking slavery and British imperial policy. He continued publishing 
both in America and Britain, appearing under at least ten pseudonyms, such as 
this one “An Old Member of Parliament.” He returned to the United States in 
1780.
After all these injuries and insults, we are 
surprized that the Americans should be dis-
contented! We think it extraordinary that 
they should destroy the tea sent on purpose 
to compel the payment of the duty so im-
posed! It is an injury to private property: but 
who offered the first injury to private prop-
erty? Who was it that claimed and exer-
cised a right to dispose of all the property in 
America at their pleasure? The British, not 
the American house of commons. A set of 
men assembled at Westminster, who have 
just as much right to dispose of property 
in America as the Divan at Constantinople 
has in England. This was the first interrup-
tion of that harmony which subsisted be-
tween the two countries; a harmony under 

which the commerce and manufactures of 
this country so eminently prospered. The 
Americans were not the aggressors: they 
received the news of the intended stamp-act 
with astonishment; it was some time before 
they could be believe it possible that a par-
liament which they regarded with respect 
could be guilty of such an outrage against 
their rights; that a house of commons, who 
existed only by the election of the people of 
England, who would not suffer any other 
branch of the legislature to touch the prop-
erty of the people, because they only are 
deputed by them, should seriously resolve 
that it might be just and expedient for them 
to give and grant the property of the people 
of America (pp. 54–55).

0 [James Wilson]. Considerations on the Nature and the Extent of the Legisla-
tive Authority of the British Parliament. Philadelphia, 1774.

Wilson (1742–1798) was a leading Whig in early American politics. He emi-
grated from Scotland in 1765 and the next year began a legal apprenticeship 
under John Dickinson. When he published this pamphlet, he had established 
a successful practice in Carlisle. His Considerations on the Nature and Extent of 
Legislative Authority emphasized the idea of “power from the people,” arguing 
that since colonists were not represented in British politics, Parliament had no 
legitimate control over them. Thirteen years later, Wilson was instrumental 
in shaping the Constitution and promoting its adoption.
The following sheets were written during the 
late Non-Importation Agreement: But that 
agreement being dissolved before they were 
ready for the press, it was then judged unsea-
sonable to publish them. Many will, perhaps, be 
surprised to see the Legislative Authority of the 
British Parliament over the Colonies denied in 
every instance. Those the writer informs, that, 

when he began this piece, he would probably 
have been surprised at such an opinion himself; 
for, that it was the result, and not the occasion, 
of his disquisitions. He entered upon them with 
a view and expectation of being able to trace 
some constitutional Line between those cases, in 
which we ought, and those in which we ought 
not, to acknowledge the power of Parliament 
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0 Josiah Quincy, Jr. Observations on the Act of Parliament, Commonly 
Called the Boston Port-Bill; with Thoughts on Civil Society and Standing Armies. 
Boston, 1774.

Quincy (1744–1775) and Adams were the legal defense team for the soldiers in 
the trial following the Boston Massacre.

0 [Edmund Burke]. Speech of Edmund Burke, Esq. on American Taxation, 
April 19, 1774. London, 1775.

A prolific writer of both history and political theory, Burke (1729/30–1797) 
was born in Dublin and studied law at the Middle Temple in London. Having 

If any should now say—we are a commer-
cial people—commercial plans can only save 
us. If any think that the ideas of the mer-
chant are at this day to give spring to our 
nerves and vigour to our actions; if any say, 
that empire in this age of the world, is only 
founded in commerce:—let him show me 
the people emancipated from oppression 
by commercial principles and measures: let 
him point me that unexplored land, where 
trade and slavery flourish together. Till 
then, I must hold a different creed; and be-
lieve—that tho’ commercial views may not 
be altogether unprofitable; that tho’ com-
mercial plans may do much, they never can do 
all. With regard then, to how much the 

merchant, the artificer, the citizen and the 
husbandman may do, let us no longer dif-
fer. But let every one apply his strength and 
abilities to that mighty burden, which un-
less removed, must crush us all. Amer-
icans have one common interest to 
unite them; that interest must cement them. 
Natural allies, they have published to the 
world professions of reciprocal esteem and 
confidence, aid and assistance; they have 
pledged their faith of mutual friendship 
and alliance. Not only common danger, 
bondage, and disgrace; but national truth 
and honour conspire to make the colo-
nists resolve to——stand or fall 
together (pp. 24–25).

over us. In the prosecution of his enquiries, he be-
came fully convinced, that such a Line does not 
exist; and that there can be no medium between 
acknowledging and denying that power in all 
cases. Which of these two alternatives is most 
consistent with Law, with the principles of Lib-
erty, and with the happiness of the Colonies, let 
the public determine. To them the writer submits 
his sentiments, with that respectful deference to 
their judgment, which, in all questions affecting 
them, every individual should pay. August 
17, 1774 (Advertisement, pp. [iii]–iv).

No question can be more important to 
Great-Britain, and to the Colonies, than 

this—Does the legislative authority of the Brit-
ish Parliament extend over them? …

My sentiments concerning this matter 
are not so singular. They coincide with the 
declarations and remonstrances of the Col-
onies against the statutes imposing taxes on 
them. It was their unanimous opinion, that 
the Parliament have no right to exact obedi-
ence to those statutes; and, consequently, 
that the colonies are under no obligation to 
obey them… . [T]he Commons of Great-
Britain have no dominion over their equals 
and fellow subjects in America (pp. [1], 
28).
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never acquired a true taste for the law, he entered Parliament in 1766 at the 
age of thity-six—at that time, considered quite late for someone with politi-
cal ambitions. He quickly became embroiled in the Stamp Act crisis, speaking 
in favor of the ministry’s plans to repeal the Stamp Act, but asserting its sov-
ereignty through the Declaratory Act of 1766. As the American Revolution 
began to foment, Burke supported the grievances of the colonies, arguing that 
rather than adhere strictly to the sovereignty laws and practices of the time, 
Britain should attempt to maintain an advantageous relationship with the col-
onies. He is credited with helping to end the conflict through his continuous, 
persuasive speeches in Parliament. 
Let us, Sir, embrace some system or other 
before we end this session. Do you mean 
to tax America, and draw a productive rev-
enue from thence? If you do, speak out: 
name, fix, ascertain this revenue; settle its 
quantity; define its objects; provide for its 
collection; and then fight when you have 
something to fight for. If you murder—rob! 
If you kill, take possession! and do not ap-
pear in the character of madmen, as well as 
assassins, violent, vindictive, bloody, and 
tyrannical, without an object. But may bet-
ter counsels guide you! 

Again, and again, revert to your own 
principles—seek peace and ensure it—leave 
America, if she has taxable matter in her, to 
tax herself. I am not here going into the dis-
tinctions of rights, not attempting to mark 
their boundaries. I do not enter into these 
metaphysical distinctions; I hate the very 
sound of them. Leave the Americans as they 
antiently stood, and these distinctions, born 
of our unhappy contest, will die along with 
it. They, and we, and their and our ances-
tors, have been happy under that system. 
Let the memory of all actions, in contradic-
tion to that good old mode, on both sides, 
be extinguished for ever. Be content to bind 
America by laws of trade; you have always 
done it. Let this be your reason for binding 
their trade. Do not burthen them by taxes; 
you were not used to do so from the begin-
ning. Let this be your reason for not tax-

ing. These are the arguments of states and 
kingdoms. Leave the rest to the schools; 
for there only they may be discussed with 
safety. But if, intemperately, unwisely, fa-
tally, you sophisticate and poison the very 
source of government, by urging subtle de-
ductions, and consequences odious to those 
you govern, from the unlimited and illim-
itable nature of supreme sovereignty, you 
will teach them by these means to call that 
sovereignty itself in question. When you 
drive him hard, the boar will surely turn 
upon the hunters. If that sovereignty and 
their freedom cannot be reconciled, which 
will they take? they will cast your sover-
eignty in your face. No body will be argued 
into slavery. Sir, let the gentlemen on the 
other side call forth all their ability; let the 
best of them get up, and tell me, what one 
character of liberty the Americans have, 
and what one brand of slavery they are free 
from, if they are bound in their property and 
industry, by all the restraints you can imag-
ine on commerce, and at the same time are 
made pack-horses of every tax you choose 
to impose, without the least share in grant-
ing them? When they bear the burthens of 
unlimited monopoly, will you bring them 
to bear the burthens of unlimited revenue 
too? The Englishman in America will feel 
that this slavery—that it is legal slavery, will 
be no compensation, either to his feelings 
or his understanding (pp. 52–53).



61pro-colonies 1774

0 Extract, from the Journal of the Proceedings, of the Honorable American Con-
tinental Congress, held at Philadelphia, September Fifth 1774. Being That Part 
of Their Address to the Inhabitants of the Province of Quebec, … [Philadelphia, 
1776 ]. 

On October 24, 1774, Congress issued its “Letter to the Inhabitants of the 
Province of Quebec” inviting representatives to Philadelphia in exercise of 
their rights as Englishmen. (The defeat of France in 1763 placed Quebec under 
English rule.) The text was translated into French as well as widely reprinted 
in English. In 1776, Philadelphia printer Robert Bell edited the text and used 
it to remind Americans of their rights. With the running head “the Ameri-
can Congress on the rights of ENGLISHMEN,” he issued both a 
separate, six-page publication and included it as part of James Chalmer’s com-
mentary on Paine’s Common Sense.
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“These are the invaluable rights, that form 
a considerable part of our mild system of 
government; that, sending its equitable en-
ergy through all ranks and classes of men, 
defends the poor from the rich, the weak 
from the powerful, the industrious from 
the rapacious, the peaceable from the vio-
lent, the tenants from the lords, and all from 
their superiors.”

“These are the rights, without which a 
people cannot be free and happy, and under 

the protecting and encouraging influence 
of which, these colonies have hitherto so 
amazingly flourished and increased. These 
are the rights, a profligate ministry are now 
striving, by force of arms, to ravish from us, 
and which we are, with one mind, resolved 
never to resign but with our lives.”

“These are the rights, YOU are 
entitled to, and ought at this 
moment in perfection to exer-
cise” (p. [6]).

0 [Samuel Seabury]. Free Thoughts, on the Proceedings of the Continental 
Congress, Held at Philadelphia Sept. 5, 1774… . [New York], 1774. 

The first bishop of the Church of England in America, Seabury (1729–1796) 
was known to be an ardent Loyalist. At his ordination, he had sworn allegiance 
to the crown, and he had trouble understanding how a church could exist inde-
pendently of state support. To these ends, he published a series of partly anon-
ymous pamphlets in defense of the British crown, the first of which was Free 
Thoughts on the Proceedings of the Continental Congress. Seabury begins: 

Permit me to address you upon a subject, 
which, next to your eternal welfare in a fu-
ture world, demands your most serious and 
dispassionate consideration. The American 
Colonies are unhappily involved in a scene 
of confusion and discord. The bands of civil 
society are broken; the authority of gov-
ernment weakened, and in some instances 
taken away: Individuals are deprived of 
their liberty; their property is frequently 
invaded by violence, and not a single Mag-
istrate has had courage or virtue enough to 
interpose. From this distressed situation it 
was hoped, that the wisdom and prudence 

of the Congress lately assembled at Phila-
delphia, would have delivered us. The eyes 
of all men were turned to them. We ar-
dently expected that some prudent scheme 
of accommodating our unhappy disputes 
with the Mother-Country, would have 
been adopted and pursued. But alas! they 
are broken up without ever attempting it: 
they have taken no one step that tended to 
peace: they have gone on from bad to worse, 
and have either ignorantly misunderstood, 
carelessly neglected, or basely betrayed the 
interests of all the Colonies (p. [3]).

0 [Alexander Hamilton]. A Full Vindication of the Measures of the Con-
gress, from the Calumnies of Their Enemies; … New York, 1774. 

Born in the British West Indies, Hamilton (1757–1804) attended King’s Col-
lege (now Columbia University) in New York. A brilliant lawyer and orator, 
he became known for his impassioned rhetoric, he gave a day-long speech at 
the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention encouraging, among other things, 
a strong central government and a president elected for life. An ardent nation-
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alist, he is credited with writing the majority of the Federalist Papers. Besides 
his legal work, Hamilton was also interested in economics, and is today per-
haps best remembered as the leading force behind the chartering of the Bank 
of the United States and the development of the modern Treasury system. 

Hamilton was a seventeen-year-old undergraduate when he wrote this reply 
to Seabury’s Tory pamphlet. 
Friends and Countrymen, It was 
hardly to be expected that any man could 
be so presumptuous, as openly to contro-
vert the equity, wisdom, and authority of 
the measures, adopted by the congress: 
an assembly truly respectable on every 
account!—Whether we consider the char-
acters of the men, who composed it; the 
number, and dignity of their constituents, 
or the important ends for which they were 
appointed. But, however improbable such a 
degree of presumption might have seemed, 

we find there are some, in whom it exists. 
Attempts are daily making to diminish the 
influence of their decisions, and prevent the 
salutary effects, intended by them.—The 
impotence of such insidious efforts is evi-
dent from the general indignation they are 
treated with; so that no material ill-conse-
quences can be dreaded from them. But lest 
they should have a tendency to mislead, and 
prejudice the minds of a few; it cannot be 
deemed altogether useless to bestow some 
notice upon them (p. [1]).

Seabury answered Hamilton, whose reply was the final public parry.

After 1774

0 [James Burgh]. Political Disquisitions: Or, An Enquiry into Public Errors, 
Defects, and Abuses… . Calculated to Draw the Timely Attention of Government 
and People, to a Due Consideration of the Necessity, and the Means, of Reforming 
Those Errors, … London, 1774–75. 

Burgh (1714–1775) was famous for his education policies, on which his early 
works focused. He eventually became disillusioned with the aristocracy of his 
youth and wrote Political Disquisitions, a three-volume work that emphasized 
the need for free speech along with encouraging a primitive form of universal 
suffrage. In Philadelphia in 1775, Robert Bell reprinted Burgh. Bell’s reprints 
of Enlightenment figures, such as Blackstone, put their work into the hands of 
the revolutionary generation at prices undercutting London publishers.

In a country which pretends to be free, and 
where, consequently, the people ought to 
have weight in the government, it is pecu-
liarly necessary that the people be possessed 

of just notions of the interest of their coun-
try, and be qualified to distinguish between 
those who are faithful to them, and those 
who betray them.
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0 A Declaration by the Representatives of the United Colonies of North-America, 
Now Met in General Congress at Philadelphia, Setting Forth the Causes and Ne-
cessity of Their Taking Up Arms. Philadelphia, 1775. 

A product of the Second Continental Congress, the Declaration by the Represen-
tatives of the United Colonies of North-America, also known as the “Declaration 
of Arms,” was meant to explain to Britain and the rest of the world the exact 
reasons why the colonists were rising up against their colonial overlords. It is 
a continuation of the “Declaration of Rights and Grievances,” first published 
in the Pennsylvania Gazette for November 9, 1774. The “Declaration of Arms” 
was written by Thomas Jefferson and John Dickinson. It is notable that the text 
does not express a wish to break with Britain, a sentiment soon to change. 

It must, I think, fill every generous mind 
with indignation, to see our good-natured 
countrymen abused over and over, from 
generation to generation, by the same stale 
dog-tricks repeatedly played upon them, by 
a succession of pretended patriots, who, by 
these means, have screwed out their prede-

cessors, and wormed themselves into their 
places. To teach the people a set of solid po-
litical principles, the knowledge of which 
may make them proof against such gross 
abuse, is one great object of this publication 
(General preface, pp. xi–xii).

If it was possible for men, who exercise 
their reason, to believe, that the Divine 
Author of our existence intended a part of 
the human race to hold an absolute prop-
erty in, and an unbounded power over oth-
ers, marked out by his infinite goodness and 
wisdom, as the objects of a legal domination 
never rightfully resistible, however severe 
and oppressive, the inhabitants of these Col-
onies might at least require from the Parlia-
ment of Great-Britain, some evidence, that 
this dreadful authority over them has been 
granted to that body (p. [3]).

We are reduced to the alternative of chus-
ing an unconditional submission to the tyr-
anny of irritated ministers, or resistance by 
force—The latter is our choice.—We have 
counted the cost of this contest, and find 
nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery.—
Honor, justice, and humanity forbid us 
tamely to surrender that freedom which 
we received from our gallant ancestors, and 
which our innocent posterity have a right 

to receive from us. We cannot endure the 
infamy and guilt of resigning succeeding 
generations to that wretchedness which in-
evitably awaits them, if we basely entail he-
reditary bondage upon them.

Our cause is just. Our union is perfect. 
Our internal resources are great, and if nec-
essary, foreign assistance is undoubtedly 
attainable.—We gratefully acknowledge, 
as signal instances of the Divine favour to-
wards us, that his Providence would not 
permit us to be called into this severe con-
troversy, until we were grown up to our 
present strength, had been previously exer-
cised in warlike operations, and possessed 
of the means of defending ourselves.—
With hearts fortified with these animating 
reflections, we most solemnly, before god 
and the world declare, that, exerting the ut-
most energy of those powers, which our be-
neficent Creator hath graciously bestowed 
upon us, the arms we have been compelled 
by our enemies to assume, we will, in defi-
ance of every hazard, with unabating firm-
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0 [Edmund Burke]. The Speech of Edmund Burke, Esq; on Moving His Reso-
lutions for Conciliation with the Colonies, March 22, 1775. London, 1775.

In the second of his two “American” speeches, Burke continued to urge co-
operation between Britain and the colonies. He advocated the abandonment 
of current and future taxation legislation and a return to the mild “whig” gov-
ernment of previous administrations. 
In this Character of the Americans, a love 
of Freedom is the predominating feature, 
which marks and distinguishes the whole: 
and as an ardent is always a jealous affec-
tion, your Colonies become suspicious, res-
tive, and untractable, whenever they see the 
least attempt to wrest from them by force, 
or shuffle from them by chicane, what they 
think the only advantage worth living for. 
This fierce spirit of Liberty is stronger in 
the English Colonies probably than in any 
other people of the earth; and this from a 
great variety of powerful causes; which, to 
understand the true temper of their minds, 
and the direction which this spirit takes, 
it will not be amiss to lay open somewhat 
more largely. 

First, the people of the Colonies are de-
scendants of Englishmen. England, Sir, is a 
nation, which still I hope respects, and for-
merly adored her freedom. The Colonists 
emigrated from you, when this part of your 
character was most predominant; and they 
took this bias and direction the moment 
they parted from your hands. They are 
therefore not only devoted to Liberty, but 
to Liberty according to English ideas, and 
on English principles. Abstract Liberty, like 
other mere abstractions, is not to be found. 
Liberty inheres in some sensible object; 
and every nation has formed to itself some 
favourite point, which by way of eminence 
becomes the criterion of their happiness. It 
happened, you know, Sir, that the great con-
tests for freedom in this country were from 

the earliest times chiefly upon the question 
of Taxing. Most of the contests in the an-
cient commonwealths turned primarily on 
the right of election of magistrates; or on 
the balance among the several orders of the 
state. The question of money was not with 
them so immediate. But in England it was 
otherwise. On this point of Taxes the ablest 
pens, and most eloquent tongues have been 
exercised; the greatest spirits have acted 
and suffered. In order to give the fullest sat-
isfaction concerning the importance of this 
point, it was not only necessary for those 
who in argument defended the excellence 
of the English constitution, to insist on this 
privilege of granting money as a dry point 
of fact, and to prove, that the right had been 
acknowledged in ancient parchments, and 
blind usages, to reside in a certain body 
called an House of Commons. They went 
much further; they attempted to prove, and 
they succeeded, that in theory it ought to be 
so, from the particular nature of a House of 
Commons, as an immediate representative 
of the people; whether the old records had 
delivered this oracle or not. They took in-
finite pains to inculcate, as a fundamental 
principle, that, in all monarchies, the peo-
ple must in effect themselves mediately or 
immediately possess the power of grant-
ing their own money, or no shadow of lib-
erty could subsist. The Colonies draw from 
you as with their life-blood, these ideas and 
principles. Their love of liberty, as with 
you, fixed and attached on this specific 

ness and perseverence, employ for the 
preservation of our liberties, being with 

one mind resolved, to dye Free-men rather 
than to live Slaves (pp. 11–12).
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point of taxing. Liberty might be safe, or 
might be endangered in twenty other par-
ticulars, without their being much pleased 
or alarmed. Here they felt its pulse; and as 
they found that beat, they thought them-
selves sick or sound. I do not say whether 
they were right or wrong in applying your 
general arguments to their own case. It is 
not easy indeed to make a monopoly of the-

orems and corollaries. The fact is, that they 
did thus apply those general arguments; 
and your mode of governing them, whether 
through lenity or indolence, through wis-
dom or mistake, confirmed them in the 
imagination, that they, as well as you, had 
an interest in these common principles (pp. 
15–17).

1776—Annus mirabilis 

0 Richard Price. Observations on the Nature of Civil Liberty, and the Prin-
ciples of Government, … London, 1776. 

Price (1723–1791), a dissenting minister, published works across a wide range 
of fields, including theology, demography, actuarial works, and political the-
ory. He emphasized the right to self-government, especially the validity of 
different forms of self-government. Although he did not actively perpetuate 
the idea of social contract, many of his arguments are implicit in the theory. A 
political and philosophical radical, Price attempted to argue for an objective 
view of moral judgment, which led to a friendly pamphlet war with Joseph 
Priestley. 

Writing in defense of the American patriots, Price distinguished between 
four types of liberty: physical, moral, religious, and civil. Emphasizing the im-
portance of civil liberty, which he defines as the right to govern oneself, Price 
argues that in order to enjoy one’s natural rights, a person must participate in 
the government of his own community, which must not be dependent on the 
will of another. 
After all that has been written on the dispute 
with America, no reader can expect to be in-
formed, in this publication, of much that he has 
not before known. Perhaps, however, he may 
find in it some new matter; and if he should, it 
will be chiefly in the Observations on the Nature 
of Civil Liberty, and the Policy of the War with 
America; and in the Appendix (Advertise-
ment, p. [iii]). 

Our Colonies in North America appear 
to be now determined to do and suffer every 

thing, under the persuasion, that Great 
Britain is attempting to rob them of that 
Liberty to which every member of society, 
and all civil communities, have a natural and 
unalienable right. The question, therefore, 
whether this is a reasonable persuasion, is 
highly interesting, and deserves the most 
careful attention of every Englishman who 
values Liberty, and wishes to avoid staining 
himself with the guilt of invading it. But it 
is impossible to judge properly of this ques-
tion without correct ideas of Liberty in gen-
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eral; and of the nature, limits, and principles 
of Civil Liberty in particular (p. [1]).

The Liberty of America might have pre-
served our Liberty; and, under the direc-
tion of a patriot king or wise minister, 
proved the means of restoring to us our al-
most lost constitution. Perhaps, in time, we 
might also have been brought to see the ne-
cessity of carefully watching and restrict-

ing our paper-credit: And thus we might 
have regained safety; and, in union with 
our Colonies, have been more than a match 
for every enemy, and risen to a situation of 
honour and dignity never before known 
amongst mankind.——But I am forgetting 
myself.——Our Colonies are likely to be 
lost for ever. Their love is turned into ha-
tred; and their respect for our government 
into resentment and abhorrence (p. 70).

0 John Cartwright.  Take Your Choice! Representation and Respect: Im-
position and Contempt. Annual Parliaments and Liberty: Long Parliaments and 
Slavery. London, 1776. 

Following on Cartwright’s appeal for American independence was advocacy 
of parliamentary reform, as laid out on the fold-out of this pamphlet:
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0 [Thomas Paine]. Common Sense; Addressed to the Inhabitants of America, 
… Philadelphia, 1776. “A New Edition.” (See frontispiece.)

“Its effects were sudden and extensive upon the American mind. It was read 
by public men, repeated in clubs, spouted in Schools, and in one instance, de-
livered from the pulpit instead of a sermon by a clergyman in Connecticut.” 
So wrote physician Benjamin Rush, Princeton class of 1760, about Thomas 
Paine’s Common Sense. Paine (1737–1809) argued for the value of a republican 
society and a government without a monarch. Its circulation reached at least 
120,000 copies at the time of the Revolution, and more than any other popular 
document, it fanned the revolutionary imagination. 

To the revolutionaries, a loyal pamphleteer; to the loyalists, a rabble-
rouser—Paine was in life, as in prose, ever balancing dichotomies. He appren-
ticed at twelve to his stay-making father, ran away at sixteen to crew on a glo-
rified pirate ship, the privateer William Death. During subsequent years, Paine 
returned to stay-making, again abandoned it, took up the excise, was debarred 
from it, returned again to stay-making, and again returned to the excise. Fi-
nally, in 1774, Paine emigrated to America with a letter of introduction from 
Franklin, began work as an editor, and it was in the next year that he wrote 
this, his most famous pamphlet.

The cause of America is in a great measure 
the cause of all mankind. Many circum-
stances hath, and will arise, which are not 
local, but universal, and through which the 
principles of all Lovers of Mankind are af-
fected, and in the Event of which, their Af-
fections are interested. The laying a Coun-
try desolate with Fire and Sword, declaring 
War against the natural rights of all Man-
kind, and extirpating the Defenders thereof 
from the Face of the Earth, is the Concern of 
every Man to whom Nature hath given the 
Power of feeling; of which Class, regard-
less of Party Censure, is the AUTHOR.

P.S. The Publication of this new Edition 
hath been delayed, with a View of taking no-
tice (had it been necessary) of any Attempt 
to refute the Doctrine of Independence: As 
no Answer hath yet appeared, it is now pre-
sumed that none will, the Time needful for 
getting such a Performance ready for the 
Public being considerably past.

Who the Author of this Production is, 

is wholly unnecessary to the Public, as the 
Object of Attention is the Doctrine itself, 
not the Man. Yet it may not be unnecessary 
to say, That he is unconnected with any 
Party, and under no sort of Influence public 
or private, but the influence of reason and 
principle.

Philadelphia, February 14, 1776
(Introduction).

To Conclude, however strange it may 
appear to some, or however unwilling they 
may be to think so, matters not, but many 
strong and striking reasons may be given, 
to shew, that nothing can settle our affairs 
so expeditiously as an open and determined 
declaration for independance [sic]. Some of 
which are,

First. — It is the custom of nations, when 
any two are at war, for some other powers, 
not engaged in the quarrel, to step in as me-
diators, and bring about the preliminaries of 
a peace: but while America calls herself the 
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Subject of Great-Britain, no power, how-
ever well disposed she may be, can offer her 
mediation. Wherefore, in our present state 
we may quarrel on for ever. 

Secondly. — It is unreasonable to suppose, 
that France or Spain will give us any kind 
of assistance, if we mean only, to make use 
of that assistance for the purpose of repair-
ing the breach, and strengthening the con-
nection between Britain and America; be-
cause, those powers would be sufferers by 
the consequences. 

Thirdly. — While we profess ourselves 
the subjects of Britain, we must, in the eye 
of foreign nations, be considered as reb-
els. The precedent is somewhat dangerous 
to their peace, for men to be in arms under 
the name of subjects; we, on the spot, can 
solve the paradox: but to unite resistance 
and subjection, requires an idea much too 
refined for common understanding. 

Fourthly. — Were a manifesto to be pub-
lished, and dispatched to foreign courts, 
setting forth the miseries we have endured, 
and the peaceful methods we have ineffec-
tually used for redress; declaring, at the 
same time, that not being able, any longer, 

to live happily or safely under the cruel dis-
position of the British court, we had been 
driven to the necessity of breaking off all 
connections with her; at the same time, as-
suring all such courts of our peaceable dis-
position towards them, and of our desire of 
entering into trade with them: Such a me-
morial would produce more good effects to 
this Continent, than if a ship were freighted 
with petitions to Britain. 

Under our present denomination of Brit-
ish subjects, we can neither be received 
nor heard abroad: The custom of all courts 
is against us, and will be so, until, by an in-
dependance [sic], we take rank with other 
nations. 

These proceedings may at first appear 
strange and difficult; but, like all other steps 
which we have already passed over, will in 
a little time become familiar and agreeable; 
and, until an independance [sic] is declared, 
the Continent will feel itself like a man 
who continues putting off some unpleas-
ant business from day to day, yet knows it 
must be done, hates to set about it, wishes 
it over, and is continually haunted with the 
thoughts of its necessity (pp. 36–37).

0 Thomas Paine. The American Crisis. [Philadelphia, 1776 ]. (The Lapidus 
Collection has Nos. 1–3.) (See image of No. 1 overleaf.) 

Paine’s first Crisis initially appeared in the Pennsylvania Journal, December 
19, 1776. It was published during the days when Washington’s troops, bat-
tle weary after defeats in New York, had retreated across the Delaware. It is 
said that Washington ordered it read to the dispirited soldiers. Six days later, 
Washington claimed victory at Trenton over the Hessian troops, who were 
hirelings of the British.
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These are the times that try men’s souls: 
The summer soldier and the sunshine pa-
triot will, in this crisis, shrink from the ser-
vice of his country; but he that stands it 
now, deserves the love and thanks of man 
and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not eas-
ily conquered; yet we have this consola-
tion with us, that the harder the conflict, 
the more glorious the triumph. What we 
obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly:—
It is dearness only that gives every thing its 
value. Heaven knows how to put a proper 
price upon its goods: it would be strange in-
deed, if so celestial an article as freedom 
should not be highly rated. Britain, with an 
army to enforce her tyranny, has declared, 
that she has a right (not only to tax) but “to 
bind us in all cases whatsoever,” 
and if being bound in that manner is not slav-

ery, then is there not such a thing as slavery 
upon earth. Even the expression is impious, 
for so unlimited a power can belong only to 
God (p. [1]).

If Britain cannot conquer us, it proves, that 
she is neither able to govern nor protect us, 
and our particular situation now is such that 
any connexion with her would be unwisely 
exchanging a half-defeated enemy for two 
powerful ones. Europe, by every appear-
ance and information, is now on the eve, 
nay, on the morning twilight of a war, and 
any alliance with George the Third brings 
France and Spain upon our backs; a separa-
tion from him attach [sic] them to our side; 
therefore the only road to Peace, Honour and 
Commerce, is Independence (p. 54).

Beyond 1776

0 [Theophilus Parsons]. Result of the Convention of Delegates Holden at 
Ipswich in the County of Essex, Who Were Deputed to Take into Consideration 
the Constitution … Proposed by the Convention of the State of Massachusetts-Bay. 
Newburyport, Mass., 1778. 

Parsons (1750–1813) was instrumental in forming the Massachusetts consti-
tution, the oldest functioning constitution in the world. A staunch federalist, 
he was a member of the Essex Junto, a group of lawyers and merchants who 
opposed the original Massachusetts constitution amid fears that it took a too-
liberal approach to both civil and property rights. This document, also known 
as the “Essex Result,” came after a proposed constitution was soundly de-
feated in a popular vote. It showed that the people wanted more control over 
the writing of their constitution, and after following Parson’s recommenda-
tions, the Massachusetts constitutional convention managed to produce the 
first such document in history. 
The freemen inhabiting the territory of 
the Massachusetts Bay are now forming a 
political society for themselves. Perhaps 

their situation is more favorable in some 
respects, for erecting a free government, 
than any other people were ever favored 
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0 A Constitution, or Frame of Government, Agreed upon by the Delegates of the Peo-
ple of the State of Massachusetts-Bay, in Convention, … at Cambridge on the First 
of September, 1779, … to the Second of March, 1780, … Boston, 1780. 

Drafted by John Adams (1735–1826), this remains the world’s oldest func-
tioning written constitution. It consists of four parts: a preamble, a declara-
tion of rights, a description of the framework of government, and articles of 
amendment. 

with. That attachment to old forms, which 
usually embarrasses, has not place amongst 
them. They have the history and experience 
of all States before them. Mankind have 
been toiling through ages for their informa-
tion; and the philosophers and learned men 
of antiquity have trimmed their midnight 
lamps, to transmit to them instruction: We 
live also in an age, when the principles of 
political liberty, and the foundation of gov-
ernments, have been freely canvassed, and 
fairly settled. Yet some difficulties we have 
to encounter. Not content with removing 
our attachment to the old government, per-
haps we have contracted a prejudice against 
some part of it without foundation. The 
idea of liberty has been held up in so daz-
zling colours, that some of us may not be 
willing to submit to that subordination nec-
essary in the freest States. Perhaps we may 
say further, that we do not consider our-
selves united as brothers, with an united 

interest, but have fancied a clashing of in-
terests amongst the various classes of men, 
and have acquired a thirst of power, and a 
wish of domination, over some of the com-
munity. We are contending for freedom—
Let us all be equally free—It is possible, and 
it is just. Our interests when candidly con-
sidered are one. Let us have a constitution 
founded, not upon party or prejudice—not 
one for to-day or to morrow—but for pos-
terity. Let Esto perpetua be it’s motto. If it is 
founded in good policy; it will be founded 
in justice and honesty. Let all ambitious and 
interested views be discarded, and let re-
gard be had only to the good of the whole, in 
which the situation and rights of posterity 
must be considered: and let equal justice be 
done to all the members of the community; 
and we thereby imitate our common father, 
who at our births, dispersed his favors, not 
only with a liberal, but with an equal hand 
(pp. 11–12).

The end of the institution, maintenance, 
and administration of government, is to se-
cure the existence of the body-politic; to 
protect it; and to furnish the individuals 
who compose it, with the power of enjoy-
ing, in safety and tranquility, their natural 
rights, and the blessings of life: And when-
ever these great objects are not obtained, 
the people have a right to alter the govern-
ment, and to take measures necessary for 
their safety, prosperity and happiness.

The body-politic is formed by a voluntary 
association of individuals: It is a social com-

pact, by which the whole people covenants 
with each citizen, and each citizen with the 
whole people, that all shall be governed by 
certain laws for the common good. It is the 
duty of the people, therefore, in framing a 
Constitution of Government, to provide 
for an equitable mode of making laws, as 
well as for an impartial interpretation, and a 
faithful execution of them; that every man 
may, at all times, find his security in them.

We, therefore, the people of Massachu-
setts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, 
the goodness of the great Legislator of the 
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North-America is become a new primary 
planet in the system of the world, which 
while it takes its own course, in its own 
orbit, must have effect on the orbit of every 
other planet, and shift the common center 
of gravity of the whole system of the Euro-
pean world. 

North-America is de facto an indepen-
dent power which has taken its equal sta-
tion with other powers, and must be so de 

jure. The politicians of the Governments 
of Europe may reason or negociate upon 
this idea, as a matter sub lite… . The inde-
pendence of America is fixed as fate; she is 
mistress of her own forturne;—knows that 
she is so, and will actuate that power which 
she feels she hath, so as to establish her own 
system, and to change the system of Europe 
(pp. 4–5).

0 [Thomas Pownall]. A Memorial, Most Humbly Addressed to the Sover-
eigns of Europe, on the Present State of Affairs, between the Old and New World. 
London, 1780.

The Lapidus copy is inscribed by Pownall, “From the Editor to Mr. Whar[ton].” 
Charles Henry Wharton (1748–1833) was a Maryland-born Roman Catholic 
priest who converted to the Church of England, returned to Maryland in 1783, 
and became a leading Episcopal clergyman.

With heart-felt satisfaction, I see the revo-
lution in favour of universal liberty which 
has taken place in America;—a revolution 

which opens a new prospect in human af-
fairs, and begins a new æra in the history of 
mankind;—a revolution by which Britons 

Universe, in affording us, in the course of 
His providence, an opportunity, deliber-
ately and peaceably, without fraud, vio-
lence or surprize, of entering into an origi-
nal, explicit, and solemn compact with each 
other; and of forming a new Constitution 
of Civil Government, for ourselves and 

posterity; and devoutly imploring His di-
rection in so interesting a design, DO agree 
upon, ordain and establish, the following 
Declaration of Rights, and Frame of Govern-
ment, as the CONSTITUTION of the 
COMMONWEALTH of Massachu-
setts (Preamble, pp. [5]–6 ). 

0 Richard Price. Observations on the Importance of the American Revolution, 
and the Means of Making It a Benefit to the World. London, 1784.

Richard Price (1723–1791) was a dissenting minister who officiated congrega-
tions in several locales in England, as well as a writer of several works on mor-
als, politics, and economics. Several thousand copies of this work were sold 
within a few days. A cheap edition was soon issued; the pamphlet was extolled 
by one set of politicians, and abused by another. Among its critics were Dr. 
Markham, Archbishop of York, John Wesley, and Edmund Burke, and its au-
thor rapidly became one of the best-known men in England. In recognition of 
his services in the cause of liberty, Dr. Price was presented with the freedom 
of the city of London.
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themselves will be the greatest gainers, if 
wise enough to improve properly the check 
that has been given to the despotism of their 
ministers, and to catch the flame of virtu-
ous liberty which has saved their American 
brethren. 

The late war, in its commencement and 
progress, did great good by disseminating 
just sentiments of the rights of mankind, 
and the nature of legitimate government; 
by exciting a spirit of resistance to tyranny, 
which has emancipated one European coun-
try, and is likely to emancipate others; and 
by occasioning the establishment in Amer-
ica of forms of government more equitable 
and more liberal than any that the world has 
yet known. But, in its termination, the war 

has done still greater good by preserving 
the new governments from that destruction 
in which they must have been involved, had 
Britain conquered; by providing, in a se-
questered continent possessed of many sin-
gular advantages, a place of refuge for op-
prest men in every region of the world; and 
by laying the foundation there of an empire 
which may be the seat of liberty, science 
and virtue, and from whence there is reason 
to hope these sacred blessings will spread, 
till they become universal and the time ar-
rives when kings and priests shall have no 
more power to oppress, and that ignomini-
ous slavery which has hitherto debased the 
world is exterminated (pp. 2–3).


